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                    Abstract

Nine cases of pyogenic vertebral osteomyelitis from the present series and 309 cases from the literature were reviewed. Elderly males and diabetics were found to be particularly susceptible to the disease. Neck or back pain was present in 92% of the patients and lasted for longer than three months in >50%. Atypical symptoms, such as chest or abdominal pain, were seen in 15%. The erythrocyte sedimentation rate was elevated consistently, but only about 50% of patients had fever or leukocytosis. The urinary tract was the most common source of infection (28.5%). The lumbar region was the most commonly involved site (48%). Narrowing of disk spaces with vertebral end-plate involvement on X ray was seen in 74% of the cases. Staphylococcus aureus was the causative organism in 55% of cases. Parenteral antibiotic therapy for four weeks or longer resulted in a good response, but shorter courses of therapy resulted in higher rates of failure. The erythrocyte sedimentation rate fell to one-half to two-thirds of pretherapy levels by the completion of successful therapy. Bed rest was an adequate mode ofimmobilization in most cases. The death rate was lower than 5%, and the rate of residual neurologic deficits was lower than 7%. Permanent neurologic damage was significantly more frequent in diabetic patients. Early diagnosis and prompt, aggressive therapy should result in minimal complications, residual neurologic deficits, and low mortality.
                    

    
    
         
    


                
                    This content is only available as a PDF.
                



        


        
© 1979 by The University of Chicago


        

    








 
    

    
            
        Topic:

        	
                    neck
                
	
                    diabetes mellitus
                
	
                    staphylococcus aureus
                
	
                    abdominal pain
                
	
                    back pain
                
	
                    erythrocyte sedimentation rate
                
	
                    fever
                
	
                    bed rest
                
	
                    bone plates
                
	
                    leukocytosis
                
	
                    urinary tract
                
	
                    infections
                
	
                    mortality
                
	
                    chest
                
	
                    antibiotic therapy
                
	
                    osteomyelitis of vertebra
                
	
                    vertebrae
                
	
                    older adult
                
	
                    neurologic deficits
                
	
                    early diagnosis
                
	
                    atypical
                


    

 
    

    
        
    
                
                    Issue Section:

                        Review Articles
                


    



 
    

    
        
 
    


                    
                        You do not currently have access to this article.
                    

                

                
                    Download all slides
                

                    
         
    


                
    
        

    
        
            Comments

        

        
            0 Comments
        

        

        
        
            Comments (0)
        

    

 
    

    
            Add comment
    

        
            Close comment form modal
        

        
            
                

            

        


        


            
                
                I agree to the terms and conditions.
                
                    You must accept the terms and conditions.
                
            


        
            Add comment
            Cancel
        



        

            Submit a comment




                
                    Name

                    
                



                
                    Affiliations
                    
                




            
                Comment title
                
            


            
                Comment
                

                



                
                    You have entered an invalid code
                


                
                    Submit
                    Cancel
                


            


            
                
                
                    
                        Thank you for submitting a comment on this article. Your comment will be reviewed and published at the journal's discretion. Please check for further notifications by email.
                    

                

                
                            
                

            


        

                        
 
    


                

            

        


            
                

    
        
    
        
            
                    Sign in


                    
                        
                        Get help with access
                    
            

        


            
    
        

    	
                    
                        
                    
                    
                        Infectious Diseases Society of America members

                        
    Sign in through society site
    



                    

            






 
    


            


        
    
            Personal account


    	Sign in with email/username & password
	Get email alerts
	Save searches
	Purchase content
	Activate your purchase/trial code



            
                    
                    Sign in
                    

                
                                    Register
            

    


    
    Institutional access


    	
            
                Sign in through your institution
                

            
        
	
                Sign in with a library card
                            Sign in with username/password
                              Recommend to your librarian
        


        Institutional account management

        Sign in as administrator



        



    

        Get help with access


        Institutional access


        
            Access to content on Oxford Academic is often provided through institutional subscriptions and purchases. If you are a member of an institution with an active account, you may be able to access content in one of the following ways:
        


        IP based access


        
            Typically, access is provided across an institutional network to a range of IP addresses. This authentication occurs automatically, and it is not possible to sign out of an IP authenticated account.
        


        Sign in through your institution


        
            Choose this option to get remote access when outside your institution. Shibboleth/Open Athens technology is used to provide single sign-on between your institutionâ€™s website and Oxford Academic.
        


        	Click Sign in through your institution.
	Select your institution from the list provided, which will take you to your institution's website to sign in.
	When on the institution site, please use the credentials provided by your institution. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.


        
            If your institution is not listed or you cannot sign in to your institutionâ€™s website, please contact your librarian or administrator.
        


        Sign in with a library card


        
            Enter your library card number to sign in. If you cannot sign in, please contact your librarian.
        


        Society Members


        
            Society member access to a journal is achieved in one of the following ways:
        


        Sign in through society site


        
            Many societies offer single sign-on between the society website and Oxford Academic. If you see â€˜Sign in through society siteâ€™ in the sign in pane within a journal:
        


        	Click Sign in through society site.
	When on the society site, please use the credentials provided by that society. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.



        
            If you do not have a society account or have forgotten your username or password, please contact your society.
        


        Sign in using a personal account


        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members. See below.
        


        Personal account


        
            A personal account can be used to get email alerts, save searches, purchase content, and activate subscriptions.
        

        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members.
        


        Viewing your signed in accounts


        
            Click the account icon in the top right to:
        


        	View your signed in personal account and access account management features.
	View the institutional accounts that are providing access.



        Signed in but can't access content


        
            Oxford Academic is home to a wide variety of products. The institutional subscription may not cover the content that you are trying to access. If you believe you should have access to that content, please contact your librarian.
        


        Institutional account management


        
            For librarians and administrators, your personal account also provides access to institutional account management. Here you will find options to view and activate subscriptions, manage institutional settings and access options, access usage statistics, and more.
        


    

    
        Close access help modal
    




    



 
    



    
            
        Purchase

            
                Subscription prices and ordering for this journal            
            
    
            
                Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic
            


            
                Short-term Access


                    
                        
                            To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.
                        

                        
                            Don't already have a personal account? Register
                        

                    


                Pyogenic Vertebral Osteomyelitis: Report of Nine Cases and Review of the Literature - 24 Hours access
                
                        
                            EUR €38.00
                        

                        
                            GBP £33.00
                        

                        
                            USD $41.00
                        

                

                
            


    



    
        Rental

        
            
                
            

            
                This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.
            

        

    

 
    


                

            

    




    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    

 

    

 

    

    
        



        


    
            
                Citations

                    
    
        

 
    


                    

                            

                    
                Views

                
                    198

                

            

                    
                    Altmetric

                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    



            

                    
                
                    
                    More metrics information
                
            

    




                
                    




    
            Metrics


            
                
                    
                        Total Views
                        198
                    

                    
                        
                            115
                            Pageviews
                        

                        
                            83
                            PDF Downloads
                        

                                            

                

                Since 12/1/2016

            


            
            
                


                
                    	Month:	Total Views:
	December 2016	10
	January 2017	10
	February 2017	8
	April 2017	5
	May 2017	9
	June 2017	9
	July 2017	11
	August 2017	6
	September 2017	8
	October 2017	3
	November 2017	7
	December 2017	9
	January 2018	16
	February 2018	12
	March 2018	8
	April 2018	7
	July 2018	5
	August 2018	2
	September 2018	1
	November 2018	1
	December 2018	1
	January 2019	1
	May 2019	2
	July 2019	1
	November 2019	1
	December 2019	1
	January 2020	1
	August 2020	2
	September 2020	2
	October 2020	1
	February 2021	2
	March 2021	1
	May 2021	1
	August 2021	1
	September 2021	4
	October 2021	2
	January 2022	2
	March 2022	1
	April 2022	2
	May 2022	1
	July 2022	1
	August 2022	1
	October 2022	2
	November 2022	3
	January 2023	1
	February 2023	4
	March 2023	2
	April 2023	3
	July 2023	2
	September 2023	1
	October 2023	1


                

            



        
            Citations

                
    
        

 
    


                    Powered by Dimensions
                

                    



        
            Altmetrics

            

    
            
    

         
 
    

            

        






    

                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    
        Email alerts

                
                    Article activity alert
                

                
                    Advance article alerts
                

                
                    New issue alert
                

                    
                Receive exclusive offers and updates from Oxford Academic
            

        
            

            
                
            
        

    

 
    

    
                More on this topic

    
            Pneumococcal Vertebral Osteomyelitis

            Rifampin Based Therapy for Patients With Staphylococcus aureus Native Vertebral Osteomyelitis: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis

            A 36-Year-Old Chinese Man with High Fever, Abdominal Pain, Watery Diarrhea, and Myalgia

            A Young Man from Peru with Fever and Abdominal Pain

    

 
    

    
        Related articles in PubMed


        
            
                    Conservative management for pediatric craniocervical Pott's disease: A case study and literature review.

                
            

        

        
            
                    Factors associated to mortality in children with critical COVID-19 and multisystem inflammatory syndrome in a resource-poor setting.

                
            

        

        
            
                    Adaptive multi-interventional trial platform to improve patient care for fibrotic interstitial lung diseases.

                
            

        

        
            
                    [Clinical features and prognostic analysis of checkpoint inhibitor pneumonitis in patients with non-small cell lung cancer].

                
            

        




 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            	
                
                    Latest
                

            
	
                
                    Most Read
                

            
	
                
                    Most Cited
                

            


        






    




            
                    


    


    



        
Risk of antimicrobial resistance with doxy-PEP is real, as is the need for its well-Informed implementation    



 






        
        







    


    



        
GLP-1 Receptor Agonists Promote Weight Loss Among People with HIV    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Effect of Exercise Training on Prognosis in Community-Acquired Pneumonia: A Randomised Controlled Trial    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Infectious Diseases Society of America Guidelines on the Diagnosis of COVID-19: Serologic Testing    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
HIV-1 Incidence, Adherence, and Drug Resistance in Individuals Taking Daily Emtricitabine/Tenofovir Disoproxil Fumarate for HIV-1 Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis: Pooled Analysis From 72 Global Studies    



 






        
            
        






                    

            





        
        
        
        
        
 
    

    
            
        More from Oxford Academic

            
                Clinical Medicine
            

            
                Infectious Diseases
            

            
                Medicine and Health
            


            
                Books
            

            
                Journals
            

    

 
    

    
        
    
        
            Looking for your next opportunity?
        

    


        
                
                    Cancer Biology Researcher

                    
                        Winston-Salem, North Carolina
                    

                

                
                    Consultant Dermatologist

                    
                        Wellington, Other / Non US
                    

                

                
                    General Pediatrician

                    
                        Brockville, Ontario
                    

                

                
                    Sleep Medicine Neurologist

                    
                        Sacramento, California
                    

                

        

        View all jobs


    
        

        

    



 
    


    




    



    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    













                

            
    


        
        


        
            


    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

                    
                close advertisement
            
    


 
    


    


    
            
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    



    



    	
    About Clinical Infectious Diseases

	
    Editorial Board

	
    Author Guidelines

	
    Facebook

	
    Twitter


	
    Purchase

	
    Recommend to your Library

	
    Advertising and Corporate Services

	
    Journals Career Network







        
            

    
                        


        
            	Online ISSN 1537-6591
	Print ISSN 1058-4838
	Copyright © 2024 Infectious Diseases Society of America


        



    


 
    


    
        
    
        



    
    



	About Oxford Academic
	Publish journals with us
	University press partners
	What we publish
	New features 





	Authoring
	Open access
	Purchasing
	Institutional account management
	Rights and permissions





	Get help with access
	Accessibility
	Contact us
	Advertising
	Media enquiries





	Oxford University Press
	News
	Oxford Languages
	University of Oxford





Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide








	Copyright © 2024 Oxford University Press
	Cookie settings
	Cookie policy
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice










 
    


        

    

    

    


        








    



    
        
    

    Close




    
        

    

    Close






    
        This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

        Sign In or Create an Account

    

    Close




    This PDF is available to Subscribers Only

    View Article Abstract & Purchase Options
    
        For full access to this pdf, sign in to an existing account, or purchase an annual subscription.

    

    Close


 
    


    







    
    














    
    
    
        
            
        











    


    
    
    
    

    



    

    
    




    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

