
Key messages:
� Political support, capacity building and health information

tools are key elements to make better use of existing data
systems. Examples of InfAct’s actions can serve as inspira-
tion to others.
� Major deficits exist when seeking to compare health data

across European countries – we show how InfAct and an EU
infrastructure on health information can alleviate these
challenges.
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Background:
For a quarter of a century, the need for an EU health
information (HI) system for both public health and research
purposes has been discussed. BRIDGE Health concluded that a
European Research Infrastructure Consortium on Health
Information for Research and Evidence-based Policy
(HIREP-ERIC) is currently the most feasible solution.
However, this is yet to be achieved.
Objectives:
Following the recommendations of BRIDGE Health, InfAct
will establish a sustainable EU HI system infrastructure linking
national and international expertise and research capacities
into a ‘one-stop shop’. Through country collaboration, InfAct
will streamline HI activities. This will lead to reduced data
collection burden and sustainable data collection in Europe to
facilitate and support country knowledge, health research and
policy making.
Methods:
InfAct is implemented through 7 work packages with activities
in 3 areas. 1) Political support focusing on the development of
a business case and road map for implementation of the
HIREP-ERIC, and the integration of HI into regional and
(inter)national policies. 2) Capacity building focusing on
assessing HI systems through peer review, developing a
flagship training to reduce HI inequalities as well as identifying
relevant HI networks and prioritization strategies. 3) HI tools
focusing on improving the quality of data, the development of
new ways of using existing data sources to derive indicators,
the use of new technologies for HI, and interoperability of
health data instruments and sources.
Conclusions:
InfAct will construct a sustainable EU HI system infrastruc-
ture. As a result, researchers will have better access to health
related data and can support evidence-informed policy
making. Member States will improve coverage and quality of
their health data and indicators, have better access to existing
health information, improve the translation of HI into policies,
and strengthen their national research expertise and national
HI systems.
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Background:
Under the lead of Eurostat, the European Statistical System
provides a solid working basis for gathering and providing

health data. Beside this however, a wide range of health
information (HI) activities are often funded through ad hoc
projects as opposed to more sustainable structures. This lack of
continuity results in lost expertise, data collection mechanisms,
and networks, as well as a limited integration of results at
(inter)national level. A permanent governance structure with
significant political support will enable better research and
integration of outcomes in policies for public health.
Objectives:
Within the Joint Action on Health Information (InfAct) an
Assembly of Members (AoM) is established where stakeholders
come together to make strategic decisions on a future structure
for EU HI and to find ways to integrate the results of InfAct at
(inter)national level. InfAct aims to engage stakeholders and to
find consensus among MSs on the way forward. The AoM can
form the bases for a more permanent board for discussions
among MSs in a future European Research Infrastructure
Consortium on Health Information for Research and
Evidence-based Policy (HIREP-ERIC).
Methods:
InfAct will invite high level representatives of Ministries of
Health and Research of EU and associated countries. Three
strategic meetings will be set up to present the findings of
InfAct and find consensus through a Memorandum of
Understanding on an infrastructure for EU HI. The AoM
representatives will be able to provide guidance on a business
plan and roadmap for a sustainable public health and research
infrastructure for EU HI with adequate resources.
Conclusions:
Providing a platform for high level discussions will allow for
strategic decisions on an infrastructure for EU HI to be taken.
Additionally, key stakeholders will be able to provide input on
activities carried out by InfAct. The uptake of the outcomes of
InfAct at (inter)national level will be enhanced through the
AoM.
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Background:
Health information (HI) systems contain a wide range of HI to
support innovative research and timely evidence-informed
policy making. To obtain high quality data to HI systems,
extract relevant conclusions and reduce existing HI inequalities
in Europe, targeted capacity building actions are needed.
Objectives:
InfAct aims to address HI inequalities in Europe in two ways: a
capacity building program and a HI system peer-assessment
exercise. A roadmap for a flagship capacity building pro-
gramme will be established to support MSs in the development
of their HI systems and support critical areas of HI use and
development. This capacity building programme will target
public health institute professionals and cover various
components such as HI standards, health system performance
assessment, health examination surveys and disability adjusted
life years.
Methods:
In the peer-assessment exercise, 9 European countries in
groups of 3 will rotate to assess the HI systems of 2 other
countries using an adjusted WHO HI system assessment tool.
This allows countries to exchange best practices and identify
areas that need to be strengthened. For the capacity building
program, InfAct will start by mapping existing programs in
Europe. A module for areas in which such activities do not
exist yet will be developed, in addition to the areas that will
specifically be addressed by the partners of InfAct. Expertise of
other organisations providing similar programs will be used
and an emphasis will be put on e-learning possibilities and
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