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Results:
Gastric cancer incidence and the prevalence of H. pylori
infection showed a decreasing trend in Korea. The
Chungcheong area showed relatively low prevalence of H.
pylori infection, but had the highest gastric cancer incidence.
Other factors which showed similar effects on gastric cancer
incidence, like H. pylori infection were large family size (>4
family members), low income, low education, and obesity.
Conclusions:
This study indicates that significant regional differences exist
between trends in H. pylori infection prevalence and gastric
cancer incidence in Korea. Also, the possibility of lack of
association between H. pylori prevalence and the incidence of
gastric cancer is suggested. Overall, this study suggests the need
for further research to explore potential factors accounting for
regional differences in gastric cancer incidence in Korea.
Key messages:
� Regional differences exist between trends in H. pylori

prevalence and gastric cancer incidence.
� Possibility of lack of association between H. pylori and the

gastric cancer incidence is suggested.
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Background:
The purpose of the paper is to demonstrate response rate/
smear coverage in Svit/Zora programs in Gorenjska across
municipalities and to examine whether participation in
screening programs depends on socio-economic determinants
of municipalities.
Methods:
For the monitoring burden of cervical and colorectal cancer in
Gorenjska, the data from the Slora website were used. The data
for three-year smear coverage were obtained from the Zora
website (period 2007-2015). The National Institute of Public
Health was the source of data on response rate to Svit program
(period 2010-2015). The data on response rate/smear coverage
were shown at the level of Gorenjska, of administrative units
and of municipalities. The publications Health in the
municipality (National Institute of Public Health) and
Slovenian regions and municipalities (Statistical Office) were
the source of data on health determinants.
Results:
The screening programs Zora and Svit reduced morbidity and
mortality in Gorenjska. The target of 70 % smear coverage in
program Zora was exceeded in the period 2012 -2015. The smear
coverage in the program Zora was the highest in administrative
unit Škofja Loka and its municipalities. In 2015 62% response
rate to the program Svit ranked Gorenjska region at 2nd place
nationwide. The administrative unit of Škofja Loka and all four
of its municipalities had the best response rate. Both indicators of
participation in screening programs strongly correlated with each
other statistically (Pearson’s correlation coefficient = 0.835,
p = 0.000). Participation in screening programs was significantly
better in municipalities with a higher level of working activity,
with lower unemployment, lower absenteeism, where flats are
bigger and the population is younger.
Conclusions:
Prevention and early detection of cancer through screening
programs are important elements that can help to improve the
quality of life of individuals and reduce the burden of cancer in
the population.
Key messages:
� In the Gorenjska region there was a strong statistically

significant correlation in screening programs for cervical
cancer and colorectal cancer.
� Participation in screening programs was better in munici-

palities with higher working activity, with lower

unemployment, lower absenteeism, where flats are bigger
and the population is younger.
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Background:
Certain diseases can affect a persons’ physical and mental
health, causing pain and limitations, and consequently a
reduction in quality of life. To alleviate this discomfort, non-
conventional therapy (NCT) is regularly used. In Belgium
there is a legal framework for the practice of 4 non-
conventional therapies: osteopathy, chiropractic, acupuncture
and homeopathy. The purpose of this study is to assess if NCT
use is more common for some specific diseases.
Methods:
The Belgian Health Interview Survey (HIS) 2013 is a cross-
sectional survey in a representative sample of the population. Via
face-to-face interview, respondents were asked if they had a
disease in the past 12 months (a list that was gone through). In
this study NCT use is defined as having contacted a practitioner
of one of the 4 non-conventional therapies in the past 12 months.
Only persons aged 15+ were included (n = 9,113). First, the
overall prevalence of the past year NCT use was estimated. Next,
the association between disease and NCT use, adjusted for sex,
age and education as the most predictive factors, was assessed
through OR’s calculated with logistic regression models.
Results:
Overall, 9% of the population reported having contacted a NCT
practitioner in the past 12 months. Persons with musculoskeletal
diseases (rheumatoid arthritis (OR = 1.6), osteoarthritis (1.8),
low back disorder/other back defect (2.1) and low neck disorder/
other neck defect (2.4)), disorder of the large or small bowel for
longer than 3 months (2.0), allergy (1.6) and severe headache
such as migraine (1.4) had significantly (p<.05) higher odds of
using NCT in the past 12 months.
Conclusions:
The higher NCT use among people suffering from certain
chronic diseases may be related to their burden or the
perception that conventional treatment is insufficient or
ineffective. Despite criticism regarding the effectiveness of
NCT use, its use in the management of diseases with important
public health consequences cannot be ignored.
Key messages:
� To enhance healthcare, it is important to understand why

some patients use non-conventional therapy.
� Further research should focus on the outcome of non-

conventional therapy on patients with the chronic diseases
that were identified in this study.
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Background:
Numerous studies show that self-care plays an important role
in the comprehensive management of patients with heart
failure (HF).
Aim:
Our study aimed to determine the level of adherence to
recommended self-care behaviors in HF patients, develop self-
care educational material and investigate its acceptability.
Methods:
A total of N = 22 patients (mean age: 72 years, 53 % male)
with HF (NYHA I-III) completed a self-administered

11th European Public Health Conference: Poster Displays 459
D

ow
nloaded from

 https://academ
ic.oup.com

/eurpub/article/28/suppl_4/cky218.147/5192686 by guest on 23 April 2024


