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Health impact assessment as a public health tool to contribute
to development of healthy public policy and later health in all
policies approach entered public health practice, research,
education and policy at the end of 1990’. During last 20 years
the methodology spread around the globe, tools and guidelines
have been developed, potential collaboration with other
impact assessments discussed or even legally mandated. A
quick search in PubMed using a MESH keyword ‘‘Health
impact assessment’’ conducted in January 21, 2020 yielded 628
publications in time period of 2010-2019. Reading the abstract
of last 100 from 2019 and partially 2018 based on first authors,
manuscripts came from 31 countries of all five continents,
USA being the most frequent contributor. This quick search
revealed also substantial heterogeneity of the use of term;
epidemiological studies, often environmental epidemiological
ones, health care intervention evaluation studies, methodolo-
gical development studies, general evaluation studies are often
using health impact assessment label. Out of 100 abstracts, 14
seemed to be in-line with description of HIA by Gothenburg
consensus paper, the basic document of HIA. On one hand,
this is very positive showing the wide possibilities of use of
HIA. On other hand however, it is hazardous as it could lead to
misunderstandings and consequently to decreased interest for
the methodology. With this regard it shall be noted that after a
plateau in number of publications between 2014-2017, there
seems to be a consistent decline of new research papers
addressing using HIA. Looking at one database only can be a
limitation of course. The aim of this round table workshop is
to discuss where to go with HIA during coming years, identify
potential facilitators for broader implementation and use of
the methodology. After introductory presentation by work-
shop coordinators, five presentations will discuss potential
facilitators such as common language and expectations,
implementation and place of HIA within public health toolkit,
capacity building and recent opportunities such as health in
EIA and the SDG’s. The final part of the round table will be as
general discussion with involvement of the audience facilitated
by workshop organizer.
Key messages:
� HIA is used for different purposes, not only the one

described by Gothenburg consensus paper.
� There is a substantial heterogeneity in use of HIA influenced

by language, implementation method, available capacities
and motivation.
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HIA can act as a catalyst for intersectoral involvement and
embody the concept of Health in All Policies and the whole-of-
governance approach. The National Institute of Health
(INSA), with technical support of WHO, designed an HIA
capacity-building program, to develop technical skills and
instruments for HIA implementation. As products of this
Training Program, two policy dialogues were held with
stakeholders from various sectors to discuss the difficulties,
barriers and opportunities for HIA institutionalization in
Portugal. The absence of a common glossary was point out. In

fact, different sectors, namely Health and Environment, have
different languages that are reflected in the approaches,
planning and methods used, which can be competing instead
of complementary. To overcome this issue, it was highlighted
the need for an intersectoral committee to define a common
strategy for HIA. Other suggestion was the creation of a
technical unit in the Ministry of Health in order to assume the
coordination and quality of the Public Health response in this
subject. The experts also recognized the importance of the
adoption of common guidelines including a glossary, the
definition of dedicated structures, the studies’ scale and level of
depth, the resources and technical skills required and a set of
tools to support the development of studies. As an opportu-
nity, it was identified the transposition of the European
Directive 2014/24/EU, which made mandatory that EIA must
assess the significant effects of a project in ’population and
human health’. This requisite implies intersectoral dialogue
and strait work in order to respond to legal demands. In
addition, the new Law on Health Bases (2019) determines that
the approval of national legislative measures, with relevant
impact in Health, must be preceded by previous studies. These
elements constitute a new impulse and an opportunity for
intersectoral dialogue and HIA implementation in Portugal.
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Health Impact Assessment (HIA) has various origins: environ-
mental health, health promotion with the perspective of the
wider determinants of health, and health equity. These three
individual but related areas are linked by the overall aim of
promoting healthier programmes, policies and projects, which
are developed in non-health sectors mostly. As a consequence,
this led to a significant use of HIA worldwide. The areas are
complementary, but given their different original frameworks,
applied methodologies may differ. Another typology of
characterizing HIA can be done by the purpose for which
HIA has been conducted in practice: mandated, decision
support, advocacy and community-led HIA. These forms are
important with regard to HIA implementation strategies. By
now, the consideration of health in Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) has become an established feature, not least
due to the mandatory legal basis in many countries of the
world. However, this situation is different for application in
other policy areas so far. Some countries, in the absence of
specific HIA legislation, have established HIA support units to
conduct, commission, support HIA and deliver training.
Advocacy and community-led HIA are mainly carried out by
non-governmental organisations and universities. However, in
general the potential of HIA has not yet been fully recognised:
HIA is seen as a time-consuming and costly process and the
effectiveness of HIA has not yet been communicated convin-
cingly. The Health in All Policies approach is becoming
increasingly important in the policy arena as a strategy to
reduce non-communicable diseases by policies from non-
health sectors. This requires different public health methods
for implementation. HIA is particularly suitable for this. This
development offers new opportunities for the implementation
of HIA, which will be presented in detail.
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