
field settings. Our work paves the way for the development of
offline mobile computing applications to identify pathogens
outside of a laboratory setting. Advancements in artificial
intelligence (AI) and computer vision offer unprecedented
opportunities to decrease detection time in field settings by
combining these technologies. Further development of these
capabilities can improve time-to-detection and outbreak
response significantly.

Key messages:
� Rapidly deploy AI detectors to aid in disease outbreak and

surveillance.
� Our concept aligns with deploying responsive alerting

capabilities to address dynamic threats in low resource,
offline computing environs.

6.I. Oral session: Food and nutrition policies

Food industry influence on public health policy,
research and practice in Latin America

Melissa Mialon
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Scagliusi1
1School of Nutrition, University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil
2School of Nutrition and Dietetics, University of Antioquia, Medellin,
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3INTA, University of Chile, Santiago, Chile
Contact: melissa_mialon@hotmail.fr

One of the key barriers to the development of public health
policies, such as restrictions on marketing of unhealthy foods
to children, is the influence of corporations, also known as
corporate political activity’ (CPA). This project aimed to
identify the CPA of the food industry in Brazil, Colombia and
Chile, over a 2-year period.
This research consisted of a document analysis of publicly
available information triangulated with interviews. It con-
tributed to, and was based on methods developed by
INFORMAS (International Network for Food and Obesity /
non-communicable Diseases Research, Monitoring and Action
Support), which aims to monitor food environments.
In all three countries, the food industry lobbied against public
health policies and had direct access to high ranking officials
and policy makers. It also shifted the blame away from its
products in the obesity and non-communicable diseases
epidemic onto individuals and their lack of education. In
Brazil, the food industry was active against a new front-of-pack
labeling, setting up its own website to promote an alternative
model and self-regulation. In Colombia, the food industry
captured the media and had strong ties with the government,
including through nutrition programmes. Public health
advocates felt unsafe when speaking against the industry or
its products. In Chile, despite advances with the introduction
of public health policies to limit the sales and marketing of
unhealthy products, the food industry, including the sweet-
eners industry, which was not affected by the recent legislation,
was still influencing policy, research and practice.
Food industry actors, including local companies and transna-
tionals, used several CPA strategies in Latin America to try and
influence public health policy, research and practice. It is
urgent that policy makers, academics and other individuals in
public health are aware of these practices and equipped with
solutions to address undue influence by the food industry
Key messages:
� In Latin America, the food industry used several CPA

practices, which collectively could have a negative influence
on public health policy, research and practice.
� These practices could delay efforts to protect and promote

public health in the region.

Italy on gaining official parliamentary recognition
that obesity is a chronic disease

Andrea Lenzi
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Obesity places a significant burden on people affected,
increasing their risk of unintended health consequences and
reducing their life expectancy. Rising obesity levels have also
had an adverse effect on society and economic prosperity,
causing a decrease in economic activity through loss of
productive life years, and by placing increasing demands on
healthcare systems.
Despite the scientific community recognising obesity as a
multifactorial chronic disease which requires long-term
management, it is often considered to be the responsibility
of the individual by governments, healthcare systems and even
people with obesity. Obesity is not recognition as disease in
Italy, but it has a relevant impact on heath policy, clinical,
social and economic.
On November 13th 2019, the Chamber of Deputies of the
Italian Parliament voted unanimously to approve a motion
that recognises obesity as a chronic disease and asks the
Government to implement specific actions to promote and
improve obesity prevention and management. Among the
various commitments there is also a national plan that
harmonises the activities in the field of prevention and the
fight against obesity; full access to the diagnostic procedures
for comorbidities, to dietary-food treatments in the most
serious cases, access to second-level centres to evaluate
psychological, pharmacological and surgical approaches;
guidelines concerning the ‘‘first 1,000 days of life’’ of the
child and programs for the prevention of childhood obesity.
Obesity now recognised as a chronic disease in Italy. The
collaborative, multi-stakeholder effort was long in the making
and includes a Charter of Human Rights for People Living
with Obesity. The document enumerates actions necessary for
the protection of health for obesity prevention and treatment
of people living with obesity. The process implemented as a
typical policy domino game.
Key messages:
� Obesity now recognised as a chronic disease.
� Policy domino game.

Media’s mixed messages on trans fat and sodium
reductions during the policy making process

Lesley James

L James1

1Public Health Policy, LSHTM, London, UK
Contact: lesleyjames13@gmail.com

Background:
During the mid-2000’s, reductions in the population intake of
trans fat and sodium were commitments of the Government of
Canada to reduce population risk for chronic disease. During
the policy making process, various stakeholders interpreted
and applied evidence in a range of ways to suit their interests.
Media as a stakeholder has a powerful role in shaping both
political will and public opinion.
Methods:
A media analysis was conducted from 2004 - 2013 to access
how trans fats and sodium reduction was portrayed in the
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