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Problem:
Asbestos removal is very complex and bureaucratically
demanding activity according to the Italian asbestos ban law
257/92. Each remediation of Asbestos Containing Materials
requires the drafting of a Work Plan containing generic and
specific information that entails an administrative commit-
ment and correspondence between companies and Health and
Safety Units of the public Regional Health System. Same
problems are encountered for the annual report to be sent to
the Regional Health System according to the article 9 of the
cited law.
Description of the Problem:
The Tuscan Health System developed a computerized
procedure that allows direct contact between companies and
Health and Safety Units, and at the same time a better
monitoring of the entire remediation process without produ-
cing documentation on paper.
Results:
After one year experimentation involving 50 companies, the
procedure underwent a regional regulatory provision. From
year 2016 the procedure went to operation and companies had
to upload all data on the regional web site. To date 590
companies used it registering 113749 Work Plans on
remediation works. The procedure allows to compile auto-
matically the annual report summarizing the work done
during the previous year: approximately 250 reports arrive per
year. The procedure is now slowly spreading over the national
territory.
Lessons:
Through a computerized procedure, companies and Health
and Safety Units are facilitated in carrying out Asbestos
Containing Material remediation works in complete safety for
workers and environment, as well as savings time and costs. It
could be used in other countries considering that the asbestos
remediation is widespread throughout Europe and beyond.
Key messages:
� The computerized procedure guarantees great economic

savings for companies and the Health and Safety Units.
� It allows a control of the remediation process, countering

illegal activities on these wastes.
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Introduction:
In recent years, Public Health devoted a growing interest to
housing conditions. In particular, housing dimensions and
functional characteristics are relevant, mainly considering
population ageing and disability. Aim of the study is to
compare housing standards of some European countries to
analyse their ability to satisfy new population needs.
Methodology:
The dwellings dimensional standards of 9 European countries
(Sweden, UK, Denmark, The Netherlands, France, Germany,
Portugal, Spain and Italy) are compared. From the websites of
the official channels of the various countries the regulations
have been downloaded. The standards have been compared.
Results:
A wide variability in the dimensions of room among the
standards is observed (e.g. single room: from 9 sqm in Italy, to

7 sqm in France, to the absence of any limit in UK, Germany -
Hesse and Denmark). Italian and French regulations define
housing dimension considering the room use (eg. bed or living
room) and the number of people. The Swedish regulation
provides performance requirements and functional indications
but does not specify the minimum dimensions of habitable
rooms. The rooms’ minimum height varies between the
standards. In Italy and Portugal, the minimum height of the
ceiling is intended to be 2.70 m, while in the other nations the
minimum heights vary from 2.60 m in the Netherlands to no
limit in UK.
Conclusions:
A diverse approach among European Countries is observed:
from a market-oriented logic (e.g., UK), in which minimum
dimensions are not defined, to a prescriptive one (Italy), to a
functionality-oriented (the Netherlands). The regulations of
some Countries are health-oriented especially for most fragile
social classes, since, defining larger dimensional standard, they
reduce the risk of overcrowding, indoor air pollution and
mental distress. However, considering the health, social,
environmental and economic trends, many of these standards
should be revised.
Key messages:
� Optimal housing standards promote the health and well-

being of occupants.
� Healthy housing, healthy people.
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Introduction:
Scientific evidence stresses that more walkable neighborhoods
are linked to increased physical activity. Walking Suitability
Index of the territory (T-WSI) is an easy method, already
validated, to evaluate the walkability on the basis of direct
observation. Aim of the study is to compare the walkability
indices obtained in three urban neighborhoods of the city of
Rome in 2009 and 2019, to evaluate whether the urban
redevelopment interventions, performed in the decade, do
really promote walkability.
Methods:
An audit, through T-WSI, is carried out for each street of a
neighborhood. T-WSI audit evaluates 12 indicators subdivided
into 4 categories: practicability, safety, urbanity, pleasurable-
ness. The weighted analysis of these indicators gives an overall
score of the actual usability of the neighborhood. In this study,
2 different trained surveyors, evaluated T-WSI in three
neighborhoods of Rome (San Saba, Sacco Pastore and
Tufello-Val Melaina), which differ in socio-economic condi-
tions. Average scores have been compared using t-student.
Results:
A considerable improvement was observed in the Sacco
Pastore neighborhood final weighted scores (T-WSI scores:
from 53.6 in 2009 to 68.3 in 2019, with an increase of 14.7%
(p < 0.005). All categories improved, although Safety (T-WSI
scores: from 35.0 to 59.3; increase of 24.3% - p < 0.005) and
Pleasurableness (T-WSI scores: from 48.5 to 61.4; increase of
12.9% - p < 0.005) show the greatest improvements. It is
mainly due to redevelopment works carried out in the
neighborhood in the last 10 years, mainly aimed to increase
citizen’s perceived safety (e.g. signs, crossing protection
devices, traffic lights, greenery management) and to remove
architectural barriers.
Conclusions:
The results show T-WSI is a useful tool in order to measure the
effectiveness of the interventions already realized at local level,
but it could also contribute to making decisions to develop
regeneration projects for degraded areas of the cities.

v576 European Journal of Public Health, Volume 30 Supplement 5, 2020

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/eurpub/article/30/Supplem

ent_5/ckaa166.125/5914227 by guest on 10 April 2024




