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Background and aims:
Childhood homelessness is a growing concern in Ireland
creating a Pediatric subpopulation at increased risk of physical
illnesses, many with life-long consequences. Our aim was to
identify and categorize the physical morbidities prevalent in
homeless children.
Methods:
A review of the English-language literature on physical
morbidities affecting homeless children (defined as < 18 years
of age), published from 1999-2019 was conducted. A total of
1194 articles were identified, 33 articles of which met our
inclusion criteria.
Results:
Respiratory issues were the most commonly cited illnesses
affecting homeless children; including asthma, upper respira-
tory tract infections, and chronic cough. Homeless children
were described as being at increased risk of contracting
infectious diseases, many studies placing emphasis on STI and
HIV/AIDS transmission. Dermatologic concerns comprised of
scabies and head lice infestation, dermatitis, and abrasions.
Malnutrition manifested as a range of physical morbidities;
including childhood obesity, iron deficiency anemia, and
stunted growth. Studies found a higher prevalence of poor
dental and ocular health in this population as well. Many
articles also commented on the risk factors predisposing
homeless children to these physical health concerns, which can
broadly be categorized as limited access to health care, poor
living conditions, and lack of education.
Conclusions:
This literature review summarized the physical illnesses
prevalent among homeless children and the contributing
factors leading to them. Gaps in the literature were also
identified, and included a dearth of studies focusing on
younger children compared to adolescents. We believe that the
current issue of child homelessness is socially and medically
unacceptable and that homelessness occurring today will be
one of the scandals of the next generation. Further research
into prevention and intervention programs for this vulnerable
population is urgently needed.
Key messages:
� This literature review shows that homeless children are at an

increased risk of several physical morbidities and identified
the common themes among them.
� Based on this literature review, it is recommended that more

research be done into developing appropriate intervention
and prevention strategies to help this vulnerable population.
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Background:
The World Health Organisation (WHO) states that; ‘‘Sexual
health is a state of physical, mental and social well-being in
relation to sexuality. It requires a positive and respectful
approach to sexuality and sexual relationships, as well as the
possibility of having pleasurable and safe sexual experiences,
free of coercion, discrimination and violence.’’ Asylum seekers
are among many vulnerable groups that may face inequalities
in terms of sexual health and how sexual health services are
accessed. The aim of the present study is to gain an
understanding of the experiences of asylum seekers when
accessing sexual health services in Cork and Kerry, including
the perceived barriers to and factors that facilitate access.
Methods:
This is a qualitative study in which data was collected from 14
semi-structured interviews conducted with asylum seekers

between May and June 2019. Participants were over the age of
18 and living in direct provision in Cork or Kerry. The present
study uses a content analysis to explore the perspectives of
asylum seekers when accessing sexual health services in Cork
and Kerry.
Results:
Participants demonstrated varying levels of understanding
around the topic of sexual health and sexual health services.
Several barriers and facilitators were identified which can be
grouped into socioeconomic, political/legal, systemic, and
social/cultural/religious barriers and facilitators.
Conclusions:
The findings from this study highlighted several areas for
improvement in the provision of information and services in
relation to sexual health for asylum seekers living in direct
provision and revealed the importance of addressing these
issues in order to fulfil the purpose of public health by
promoting health, preventing disease and prolonging life for
all aspects of society.
Key messages:
� This study has identified the barriers and facilitators to

accessing sexual health services in the context of the direct
provision system in the Republic of Ireland.
� The results of the study reveal the varying ideas and

understanding of the topic of sexual health and how this can
influence help-seeking behaviour.
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Background:
This integrative review examined the academic-community
partnerships in quantitative health care studies using the
community-based participatory research (CBPR) approach
and targeting migrants.
Methods:
The keywords were ’community based participatory or CBPR’
AND ’immigrants or migrants.’ All studies were written in
English and published between January 2010 and December 2018.
Results:
In the final sample (n = 26), studies used a variety of
community partners including consumers and staff recruited
from a variety of sites. The ethnicity between community
partners and the target population was concordant in all
studies reviewed. Yet, only a single study reported concordance
between community partners and the migrant group (a group
in which some hold a more privileged status than others) of
the target population.
Conclusions:
Official status such as citizenship is among the social
parameters of intersectionality; yet the majority of CBPR
studies examining migrant populations combined disparate
migrant groups and used terms such as migrants, refugees and
immigrants interchangeably. The CBPR approach is a valuable
approach for health care studies as it strives to be culturally-
informed so that study results on vulnerable populations are
internally and externally validity. When concordance is not
possible, researchers must describe the efforts that the
partnership undertook to obtain and apply culturally-
informed efforts.
Key messages:
� Optimally CBPR studies seek community partners who are

concordant with the target population. When impossible,
descriptions of culturally-informed efforts are needed.
� Migrants are a heterogeneous population. Migrants with less

vulnerability may be ineffective representatives of the most
vulnerable migrant groups.
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