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Backgrounds:

In Japan, some parents with an infant have limited network
with others and are feeling anxious and less confident about
their child rearing. Many measures for promoting a child-
rearing family friendly community are implemented to
promote families’ healthy development in communities.
However, a situation surrounding child-rearing in a commu-
nity is diverse. The aim of this study is to examine possible
indices to monitor and evaluate child-rearing family friendly
community.

Methods:

This was a cross sectional study with using two kinds of data in
one city in Japan. The first one was public data providing
information about physical environment related to child-
rearing of each community. The second data was on
questionnaire answered by a parent of infants from 3

months to 48 months through 2013 to 2019. We merged

two kinds of data and examined the association between

environment and parents’ willingness to raise up children in

their community (4 scales) by mixed effect regression model

stratified by age of months (under 1 year, 1- and 2-years and 3-

years).

Results:

Targets of analysis included 2,952 parents of infant under 1

year, 2,342 of 1- and 2-years and 1,977 of 3-year. For parents of

infant of 1- and 2-years and 3-years, the closer a child-rearing

support center was, the bigger the willingness to raise up a

child in their community (8[95%CI]:-0.007[-0.014-/-0.0004],

-0.007[-0.012/-0.002, respectively). Also, for parents of 1- and

2-years infant, the closer the park was, the bigger the

willingness (-0.014[-0.028/-0.0008]). On the other hand, for

parents of infant under 1 year, environment was not

statistically significant on their willingness.

Conclusions:

It was indicated that user’s easiness to visit a consulting space

or playing place such as a child-rearing support center or a

park become one of indicators for evaluating child-rearing

family friendly community in Japan.

Key messages:

e Child-rearing family friendly environment in a community
should be evaluated from the user’s aspect.

e Further studies including evaluation quality of places or
services are needed.
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