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                    Abstract

Primatesta P (Unit of Health-Care Epidemiology, Department of Public Health and Primary Care, University of Oxford 0X3 7LF, UK) and Goldacre M J. Appendicectomy for acute appendicitis and for other conditions: An epidemiological study. International Journal of Epidemiology 1994; 23: 155–160.
Background
Appendicectomy is one of the commonest operations in most developed countries, especially in children and young adults. We used routine abstracts of hospital inpatient records to study the demographic and temporal profiles of emergency appendicectomy for acute appendicitis and appendicectomy in other circumstances.

Methods
Records held in the Oxford record linkage study (ORLS) from 1970–1986 inclusive were analysed. Age- and sex-specific admission rates were studied, subdividing appendicectomy into three main categories: emergency appendicectomy for acute appendicitis, emergency appendicectomy as the main operation without appendicitis recorded as a diagnosis, and prophylactic or incidental appendicectomy with other operations but without appendicitis.

Results
A total of 47505 records of appendicectomy were analysed. Emergency appendicectomy for acute appendicitis was more common in males than females, peaked in the 10–19 year age groups, and declined overtime. Emergency appendicectomy without appendicitis was more common in women than men (female to male ratio 1.8:1), peaked at age 15–19 years and did not decline over time. Incidental appendicectomy was much commoner in women (female to male ratio 3:1), peaked at older ages than the first two groups, and declined significantly over time.

Conclusions
The demographic profiles of patients in these categories were quite different. The data on trends suggest confirmation of a true decline in acute appendicitis, no decline for conditions which may mimic it, and a decline in the use of prophylactic and incidental appendicectomy. The operations in the latter categories—appendicectomy without acute appendicitis—were much commoner in women than men and their appropriateness would be worthwhile topics for medical audit.

                    

    
    
         
    


                
                    This content is only available as a PDF.
                



        


        
© International Epidemiological Association


        

    








 
    

    
        
    
                
                    Issue Section:

                        Original Articles
                


    



 
    

    
        
 
    


                    
                        You do not currently have access to this article.
                    

                

                
                    Download all slides
                

                    
         
    


                
    
        

 
    

    
         
    


                

            

        


            
                

    
        
    
        
            
                    Sign in


                    
                        [image: Information]
                        Get help with access
                    
            

        


            

            


        
    
            Personal account


    	Sign in with email/username & password
	Get email alerts
	Save searches
	Purchase content
	Activate your purchase/trial code



            
                    
                    Sign in
                    [image: Arrow]

                
                                    Register
            

    


    
    Institutional access


    	
            
                Sign in through your institution
                [image: Arrow]

            
        
	
                Sign in with a library card
                            Sign in with username/password
                              Recommend to your librarian
        


        Institutional account management

        Sign in as administrator



        



    

        Get help with access


        Institutional access


        
            Access to content on Oxford Academic is often provided through institutional subscriptions and purchases. If you are a member of an institution with an active account, you may be able to access content in one of the following ways:
        


        IP based access


        
            Typically, access is provided across an institutional network to a range of IP addresses. This authentication occurs automatically, and it is not possible to sign out of an IP authenticated account.
        


        Sign in through your institution


        
            Choose this option to get remote access when outside your institution. Shibboleth/Open Athens technology is used to provide single sign-on between your institutionâ€™s website and Oxford Academic.
        


        	Click Sign in through your institution.
	Select your institution from the list provided, which will take you to your institution's website to sign in.
	When on the institution site, please use the credentials provided by your institution. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.


        
            If your institution is not listed or you cannot sign in to your institutionâ€™s website, please contact your librarian or administrator.
        


        Sign in with a library card


        
            Enter your library card number to sign in. If you cannot sign in, please contact your librarian.
        


        Society Members


        
            Society member access to a journal is achieved in one of the following ways:
        


        Sign in through society site


        
            Many societies offer single sign-on between the society website and Oxford Academic. If you see â€˜Sign in through society siteâ€™ in the sign in pane within a journal:
        


        	Click Sign in through society site.
	When on the society site, please use the credentials provided by that society. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.



        
            If you do not have a society account or have forgotten your username or password, please contact your society.
        


        Sign in using a personal account


        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members. See below.
        


        Personal account


        
            A personal account can be used to get email alerts, save searches, purchase content, and activate subscriptions.
        

        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members.
        


        Viewing your signed in accounts


        
            Click the account icon in the top right to:
        


        	View your signed in personal account and access account management features.
	View the institutional accounts that are providing access.



        Signed in but can't access content


        
            Oxford Academic is home to a wide variety of products. The institutional subscription may not cover the content that you are trying to access. If you believe you should have access to that content, please contact your librarian.
        


        Institutional account management


        
            For librarians and administrators, your personal account also provides access to institutional account management. Here you will find options to view and activate subscriptions, manage institutional settings and access options, access usage statistics, and more.
        


    

    
        Close access help modal
    




    



 
    



    
            
        Purchase

            
                Subscription prices and ordering for this journal            
            
    
            
                Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic
            


            
                Short-term Access


                    
                        
                            To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.
                        

                        
                            Don't already have a personal account? Register
                        

                    


                Appendicectomy for Acute Appendicitis and for Other Conditions: An Epidemiological Study - 24 Hours access
                
                        
                            EUR €38.00
                        

                        
                            GBP £33.00
                        

                        
                            USD $41.00
                        

                

                
            


    



    
        Rental

        
            
                [image: Read this now at DeepDyve]
            

            
                This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.
            

        

    

 
    


                

            

    




    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement intended for healthcare professionals

            


 
    

 

    

 

    

    
        



        


    
            
                Citations

                    
    
        

 
    


                    

                            

                    
                Views

                
                    21

                

            

                    
                    Altmetric

                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    



            

                    
                
                    [image: Information]
                    More metrics information
                
            

    




                
                    




    
            Metrics


            
                
                    
                        Total Views
                        21
                    

                    
                        
                            2
                            Pageviews
                        

                        
                            19
                            PDF Downloads
                        

                                            

                

                Since 3/1/2017

            


            
            
                


                
                    	Month:	Total Views:
	March 2017	2
	April 2017	1
	March 2018	1
	August 2018	1
	April 2019	2
	October 2019	1
	September 2020	1
	December 2020	1
	January 2021	1
	December 2021	2
	January 2022	3
	August 2022	2
	April 2023	1
	May 2023	1
	November 2023	1


                

            



        
            Citations

                
    
        

 
    


                    Powered by Dimensions
                

                                
                        
                                60
                        
                        Web of Science
                    

        



        
            Altmetrics

            

    
            
    

         
 
    

            

        






    

                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    
        Email alerts

                
                    Article activity alert
                

                
                    Advance article alerts
                

                
                    New issue alert
                

                
                    In progress issue alert
                

                    
                Receive exclusive offers and updates from Oxford Academic
            

        
            

            
                
            
        

    

 
    

    
            


 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
            
                Web of Science (60)
            

                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            	
                
                    Latest
                

            
	
                
                    Most Read
                

            
	
                
                    Most Cited
                

            


        






    




            
                    


    


    



        
Widowhood and mortality risk in Taiwan: a population-based matched cohort study    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Data Resource Profile: Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Cohort Profile Update: Born in Bradford    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Warm season ambient ozone and children’s health in the USA    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Data Resource Profile: The Early Life Course data platform for research on perinatal and early childhood exposures and outcomes in Australia    



 






        
            
        






                    

            





        
        
        
        
        
 
    

    
            
        More from Oxford Academic

            
                Medicine and Health
            

            
                Public Health and Epidemiology
            


            
                Books
            

            
                Journals
            

    

 
    

    
        
    
        
            Looking for your next opportunity?
        

    


        
                
                    ACADEMIC SURGICAL PATHOLOGIST

                    
                        , Vermont
                    

                

                
                    Academic Molecular Genetic Pathologist-Solid Tumor & Hematologic Malignancies

                    
                        , Vermont
                    

                

                
                    System Chief for the Division of Infectious Diseases

                    
                        New York, New York
                    

                

                
                    Transplant Infectious Diseases Specialist

                    
                        Long Island, New York
                    

                

        

        View all jobs


    
        [image: Oxford University Press]

        [image: Journals Career Network]

    



 
    


    




    



    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement intended for healthcare professionals

            


 
    













                

            
    


        
        


        
            


    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement intended for healthcare professionals

                    
                close advertisement
            
    


 
    


    


    
            
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement intended for healthcare professionals

            


 
    


    



    



    	
    About International Journal of Epidemiology

	
    Editorial Board

	
    Author Guidelines

	
    Contact the IEA

	
    Facebook


	
    Twitter

	
    Purchase

	
    Recommend to your Library

	
    Advertising and Corporate Services

	
    Journals Career Network







        
            

    [image: International Journal of Epidemiology]
                        


        
            	Online ISSN 1464-3685
	Copyright © 2024 International Epidemiological Association


        



    


 
    


    
        
    
        



    
    



	About Oxford Academic
	Publish journals with us
	University press partners
	What we publish
	New features 





	Authoring
	Open access
	Purchasing
	Institutional account management
	Rights and permissions





	Get help with access
	Accessibility
	Contact us
	Advertising
	Media enquiries





	Oxford University Press
	News
	Oxford Languages
	University of Oxford





Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide

[image: Oxford University Press]






	Copyright © 2024 Oxford University Press
	Cookie settings
	Cookie policy
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice










 
    


        

    

    

    


        








    



    
        
    

    Close




    
        

    

    Close






    
        This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

        Sign In or Create an Account

    

    Close




    This PDF is available to Subscribers Only

    View Article Abstract & Purchase Options
    
        For full access to this pdf, sign in to an existing account, or purchase an annual subscription.

    

    Close


 
    


    







    
    














    
    
    
        
            [image: Scholarly IQ]
        











    


    
    
    
    

    



    

    
    




    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

