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1997 Award in honour of Fred L Soper (1893-1976)
for publications in the field of Inter-American Health

This is an announcement and call for submission of
nominations for the 1997 award in honour of Fred L
Soper, former Director of the Pan American Health
Organization (the World Health Organization Regional
Office for the Americas) from 1947 to 1958.

In addition to his service with PAHO/WHO, Dr Soper
played a major role in the fight against yellow fever and
other infectious diseases in Brazil as part of his work
with the Rockefeller Foundation in the 1920s and 1930s
and in the control of typhus in North Africa and Italy
during the Second World War. He was one of the truly
major figures of the century in inter-American health.

The Award is presented annually to the author or
authors of an original scientific contribution comprising
new information on, or new insights into, the broad
field of public health, with special relevance to Latin
America or the Caribbean or both. This may consist of
a report, an analysis of new data, experimental or obser-
vational, or a new approach to analysing available data.
Preference is given to studies involving more than one
discipline and to papers related to infectious disease, a
life-long concern of Dr Soper.

Only papers already published in scientific journals
listed in the Index Medicus or in the official journals of
the Pan American Health Organization are eligible for
consideration. Furthermore, the Award is limited to con-
tributions by authors whose principal affiliation is with
teaching, research or service institutions located in the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean (in-
cluding the Centers of the Pan American Health
Organization).

The Award Fund is administered by the Pan American
Health and Education Foundation (PAHEF), which
receives voluntary contributions designated for the pur-
pose and holds them in a separate fund. The Award
consists of a suitable certificate and a monetary prize of
US$1000.00. The winner(s) of the Award each year is
nominated by an Award Committee, composed of rep-
resentatives designated by PAHO and by PAHEF; final
selection is made by the Board of Trustees of PAHEF.

Papers submitted by or on behalf of their authors may
be considered for the Fred L Soper Award. For
purposes of the 1997 Award, only papers published
during calendar year 1996 will be considered; all sub-
missions must be received by 31 March 1997 at the
following address.

Executive Secretary
PAHEF
525 23rd Street NW
Washington, DC 20037
USA

International Conference on Human Health Effects
of Mercury Exposure, Torshavn, Faroe Islands,
22-26 June 1997.

Symposia will include environmental exposure, occupa-
tional exposure, exposure to amalgams, toxic mech-
anisms and biomarkers.
Abstract deadline: 3 February 1997.
For further information please contact:
Faroe Travel/mercury, Staravegur 7, Box 1199, FR-110
T6rshavn, Faroe Islands. Fax: +298 19200, Email:
mercury @sleipnir.fo
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