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All the cephalosporin antibiotics currently available have very similar antibacterial activities, but they differ quite markedly in their pharmacokinetic properties. They can be classified into three groups, primarily distinguished by the most common method of administration. Group 1 contains compounds given by intravenous administration, group 2 compounds are given intramuscularly, and the oral cephalosporins are in group 3. Within a group, the compounds closely resemble each other in many ways, but there are considerable differences between the groups. New β.lactamase-resistant compounds presently undergoing clinical trial have been put together arbitrarily in group 4. It is likely that members of group 4 will be much more dissimilar and will pose problems of selection which may not be easily resolved
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