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                These two books are significant additions to the growing literature on Islamic banking and finance. They complement each other, and indeed existing books on the subject, with the study by Sami Tamer providing a lucid introduction to Islamic finance, written largely from a finance rather than a legal or fiqh perspective, while the work by Salahuddin Ahmed contains a wealth of country experiences with respect to Islamic banking, investment, securities issuance, project finance and Islamic takāful insurance.
Tamer's study is at first glance basic, and covers little new ground, which is perhaps surprising for a book based on a doctoral thesis (University of Vienna). However, the value of the study lies in its very clear exposition of concepts, issues and financial structures, Tamer's superb grasp of detail and his well-researched approach with references to much of the relevant literature. Controversies are treated in a balanced way, notably the fundamental differences between the fatwas issued by Dr Ṭanṭāwī, the Sheikh of al-Azhar University and former Grand Mufti of Egypt, and most other Islamic scholars involved in Islamic finance.
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