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                Massoud’s introduction to this volume delivers exactly what a reader expects. It provides pithy contextualizations of the nine contributions and establishes the rationale for this Festschrift and its organizational scheme. Acknowledging that a volume of Mamluk Studies Review (9/1), consisting of eight essays in honour of Donald P. Little (1932–2017), was published in 2005, Massoud’s goal here is a collection of essays organized around the theme of Islamic historiography, thereby reflecting Little’s own longstanding interest in that field. The result is an admirable collection in its own right and which also bears witness to the profound influence of the late Professor Little upon his students and colleagues.
The volume contains nine chapters divided into three parts, ‘Classical Historiography’, ‘Sacred History’, and ‘Perspectives’. The section on Classical Historiography contains four essays. In the first, ‘Continuity and change in early Islamic Amman’, Michael Wood combines a deep familiarity with the increasing body of published archaeological work done on late Byzantine and early Islamic Jordan with the familiar literary evidence to argue convincingly against the assertion that the early Islamic conquests of Bilād al-Shām had a devasting impact on small cities such as Amman. The second contribution, by Heather J. Empey, ‘Mashriqī historians on the Muwaḥḥid persecution of the Jews and Christians: new sources for an old debate’, makes use of the method championed by Little, that of close comparison of multiple accounts of specific topics from different authors. She emphasizes the roles played by Sibṭ b. al-Jawzī (d. 654/1256) and, in particular, the Mamluk-era historian al-Dhahabī (d. 748/1348) in the preservation and dissemination of accounts of Almohad persecution of dhimmī communities within their territories. The third chapter (the longest chapter in the volume) is Frédéric Bauden’s ‘al-Maqrīzī and his al-Tārīkh al-kabīr al-muqaffā li-Miṣr. Part 1: an inquiry into the history of the work’. This is a careful and thorough example of what Massoud calls ‘historiographical archaeology’ (p. 4). Bauden has identified many references to the Muqaffā from other works by the author, as well as comments from contemporary writers, to illustrate that al-Maqrīzī never abandoned this long-term project. Rather, it was his death that left it unfinished. Like so much of Bauden’s scholarship on al-Maqrīzī and his works, this essay will be a necessary starting point for subsequent research on this biographical dictionary. The final essay of the first part is Murat Cem Mengüç’s ‘Bringing the past together: Ahmedi’s narrative of Ottoman history and two later texts’. A case study in the emergence of Ottoman historiography, Mengüç demonstrates how the two ‘distinct narratives’ of early Ottoman history were combined at least a decade prior to Neşri’s Cihannüma of 1495 (p. 125).
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