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                The Churchill area lies in the important zone of transition between the boreal forest which lies to the south and west, and the tundra which extends to the north. This region is inhabited by a large and varied fauna with both forest and tundra forms represented. Among the mammals, certain boreal forest species such as the squirrel, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus; the voles, Clethrionomys gapperi, Phenacomys intermedins and Synaptomys borealis; and the jumpingmouse, Zapus hudsonius, reach the northern limit of their range up the west coast of Hudson Bay in this region. Here too, tundra species such as the hare, Lepus arcticus, the lemmings, Lemmus trimucronatus and Dicrostonyx groenlandicus; and the fox, Alopex lagopus, reach or near their southern distribution limit.
The first comprehensive account of the mammals of Churchill is by Preble (1902) who cites most of the scattered early references to mammals, and who reports on collections made there during three weeks in August, 1900. This contribution is still the most useful report on this region, especially with respect to the larger mammals. Workers who have subsequently added to our knowledge of Churchill mammals include: Breckinridge (1936), who collected a few specimens in 1933; Shelford and Twomey (1941), who were concerned primarily with tundra communities; Shelford (1943), who discusses lemming population changes; and Quay (1955), who records brief notes on three species of mammals collected in 1953. In addition, Rand (1948) reports on the mammals of the Herb Lake-Flin Flon area of west-central Manitoba, and appears to be the only other author who deals with the mammals of any part of the entire northern half of the province of Manitoba.
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