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ABSTRACT
The presence of non-thermal electrons and large-scale magnetic fields in the intracluster medium is known through the detection
of megaparsec (Mpc) scale diffuse radio synchrotron emission. Although a significant amount of progress in finding new diffuse
radio sources has happened in the last decade, most of the investigation has been constrained towards massive low-redshift
clusters. In this work, we explore clusters with redshift z > 0.3 in search of diffuse radio emission, at 325 MHz with the Giant
Metrewave Radio Telescope. This campaign has resulted in the discovery of two new radio haloes (SPT-CL J0013−4906 and
SPT-CL J0304−4401) along with two other detections (SPT-CL J2031−4037 and SPT-CL J2248−4431), previously reported
(at 325 MHz) in the literature. In addition, we detect a halo candidate in one cluster in our sample, and upper limits for haloes
are placed in eight clusters where no diffuse emission is detected. In the P1.4–LX plane, the detected haloes follow the observed
correlation, whereas the upper limits lie above the correlation line, indicating the possibility of future detection with sensitive
observations.

Key words: radiation mechanisms: non-thermal – galaxies: clusters: general – galaxies: clusters: intracluster medium – radio
continuum: general.

1 IN T RO D U C T I O N

The diffuse hot (107 − 108 K) plasma known as intracluster
medium (ICM) situated within the cluster gravitational potential
makes up ∼ 15 per cent of the cluster mass, which emits in the
soft X-ray band via thermal Bremsstrahlung. Clusters grow via
accretion, small and large mergers of subclusters, or galaxy groups.
The major merger events are some of the most energetic events
since the big bang, releasing up to 1064 erg of energy within
a few Gyr of time-scale. This enormous amount of energy is
dissipated into the ICM primarily via weak shocks and turbulence
(e.g. Paul et al. 2011). These shocks and turbulence re-accelerate
in situ relativistic electrons in the ICM, which emit synchrotron
radiation in the presence of large-scale magnetic fields, and forms
different diffuse structures depending upon the merger type (e.g.
major/minor or on-axis/off-axis). The diffuse radio sources found
in the galaxy clusters are typically divided into three different
categories: (1) haloes, (2) relics, and (3) minihaloes (see Feretti
et al. 2012; Brunetti & Jones 2014; van Weeren et al. 2019 for
review).

Radio haloes are Mpc-scale radio objects with regular morphology
that roughly traces the cluster ICM visible in X-ray, and does
not have an optical counterpart. They are found primarily in the
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merging clusters. It has unpolarized emission with a typical spectral
index1 of α ∼ −1.2. The prototype of this class is the halo
found in the Coma cluster (Large, Mathewson & Haslam 1959).
The primary source of synchrotron emitting electrons is generated
through re-acceleration of in situ relativistic electrons via merger-
driven turbulence (Brunetti et al. 2001; Petrosian 2001). Also, the
contribution of the secondary electrons generated via proton–proton
collision in the ICM was proposed by, for example, Dennison
(1980), Dolag & Enßlin (2000), and Brunetti & Lazarian (2011).
However, results from recent gamma-ray observations have excluded
pure hadronic origin of radio halo and limited their contribution
in providing seed electrons for further re-acceleration (Ackermann
et al. 2014; Brunetti, Zimmer & Zandanel 2017). Besides, there is a
subclass of haloes that are predicted in the turbulent re-acceleration
mechanism corresponding to the less-energetic merger events, which
has a very steep spectral index (α < −1.5; e.g. Brunetti et al.
2008).

Radio relics are Mpc-scale radio objects with elongated mor-
phology, which are found in the periphery of clusters. They trace
shock waves found in X-ray observations (e.g. Finoguenov et al.
2010). They also are found in merging clusters and have a high
degree of polarization (� 20 per cent at GHz frequencies; Enßlin

1The synchrotron emission spectral index α is defined as Sν = να , where Sν

is the flux density at frequency ν.

C© 2020 The Author(s)
Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the Royal Astronomical Society

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/m

nras/article/500/2/2236/5956555 by guest on 18 April 2024

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8721-9897
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1372-6017
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5880-2730
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4046-6959
mailto:phd1601121007@iiti.ac.in
mailto:abhirup.datta@iiti.ac.in


Low-frequency survey of SPT cluster sample 2237

et al. 1998) with a typical spectral index of −1 < α < −1.5. The
prototype of this class is the relic in the CIZAJ2242.8+5301 cluster
(van Weeren et al. 2010). The relativistic electrons emitting in these
diffuse sources are re-accelerated at the merging shock fronts via
DSA (diffusive shock acceleration) mechanism (e.g. Enßlin et al.
1998). However, this simple DSA mechanism faces the problem of
requiring unrealistic re-acceleration efficiency to supply necessary
relativistic electrons from the thermal pool (Macario et al. 2011;
Eckert et al. 2016; van Weeren et al. 2016). Nevertheless, this
problem is resolved if the seed electrons are provided by nearby
radio galaxy, and indeed some observational evidence supports this
scenario (e.g. Bonafede et al. 2014; Shimwell et al. 2015; van Weeren
et al. 2017).

Radio minihaloes are a smaller version of radio haloes with
similar morphology and location in the clusters. However, unlike
radio haloes, they are found only in relaxed cool-core clusters. The
observed radio emission from these sources are unpolarized and has
a typical integrated spectral index of about −1.1. The prototype of
this class is the minihalo found in the Perseus cluster (e.g. Pedlar
et al. 1990; Gendron-Marsolais et al. 2017). A proposed origin of
synchrotron emitting electrons in the minihaloes is the ‘sloshing’
driven turbulence generated by minor merger events in the cool-core
clusters (Fujita, Matsumoto & Wada 2004; Mazzotta & Giacintucci
2008; ZuHone et al. 2013). However, similar to radio haloes, the
role of secondary mechanism in supplying relativistic electrons were
also proposed for minihaloes as well (e.g. Pfrommer & Enßlin 2004;
Fujita et al. 2007; Keshet & Loeb 2010).

Apart from these broad classes, recent sensitive low-frequency
observations have discovered some other complex, intermediate
diffuse radio sources, which are challenging our understanding of
the astrophysical processes in the galaxy clusters (see van Weeren
et al. 2019 for review).

A considerable amount of progress has happened in the last decade
in detecting new radio haloes, by almost doubling the numbers that
were previously discovered. However, a systematic search of radio
haloes was carried out so far only by Venturi et al. (2007, 2008)
and Kale et al. (2013, 2015) in the Giant Metrewave Radio Tele-
scope (GMRT) Radio Halo Survey (GRHS) and Extended-GRHS
(EGRHS), respectively. Apart from increasing the number of known
haloes, these surveys have shaped our statistical understanding of the
radio haloes (Cassano et al. 2013; Kale et al. 2015). Nevertheless, the
domain explored in the galaxy cluster distribution in these surveys
is limited. Both of these survey and other targeted observations
were aimed towards high-mass low-redshift clusters, as a potential
source of radio halo. In this work, we have complemented the
previous surveys by exploring higher redshift clusters in our sample.
Recently, similar work has been presented by Knowles et al. (2019)
where they have studied Sunyaev–Zel’dovich (SZ)-selected high-
mass (>5 × 1014 M�) clusters beyond redshift 0.5. Furthermore, a
study of high-redshift (z > 0.3) X-ray-selected clusters were also
performed by Giovannini et al. (2020).

In this paper, we present radio observational results of 15 SZ-
X-ray-selected clusters and compared their statistical properties
with the literature haloes. In Section 2, we have presented our
cluster sample. The radio observations and data reduction method
are described in Section 3. The results are presented in Section 4
with confirmed haloes, candidate haloes, and halo upper limits are
presented separately in subsections. The implications of the result
are discussed in Section 5, and finally, our conclusions are presented
in Section 6.

In this work, we have adopted a �-cold dark matter cosmology
with H0 = 70 km s−1 Mpc−1, �m = 0.3, and �� = 0.7.

2 C LUSTER SAMPLE

The sample presented here consists of 18 South Pole Telescope
(SPT)-SZ survey clusters, which are selected from a sample of
83 clusters of the same, presented by McDonald et al. (2013). All
these clusters have Chandra X-ray observations with spectroscopic
redshifts z > 0.3. The GMRT observations of the sample were done in
two phases. In the first phase, 13 clusters were observed that have (1)
central temperature Tcentral > 7 keV, (2) central cooling time tcool, 0 >

3 Gyr, (3) surface brightness concentration parameter (Santos et al.
2008) cSB < 0.1 to avoid cool-core clusters, and (4) a disturbed
morphology in the Chandra X-ray map. With the above criteria, a
sample of clusters with different mass and disturbed morphology
were selected which have a relatively high probability of detecting
diffuse radio emission. In the second phase, the requirements of
the central temperature Tcentral > 7 keV, and the central cooling
time tcool, 0 > 3 Gyr were relaxed to include some lower mass
clusters as well in the proposed sample of 14 clusters. However,
due to less time allocation, only five massive clusters were observed.
Nevertheless, this relaxation did include some intermediate (SPT-CL
J0040−4407, SPT-CL J2031−4037, and SPT-CL J2248−4431) and
a relaxed (SPT-CL J0304−4921) cluster. Apart from that, all these
clusters have declination >−50◦30

′
to allow up to 3-h of continuous

observation with the GMRT.
From these 18 clusters, three clusters had bad radio observations

(explained in Section 3), and are excluded from this study. The final
sample, hereafter referred to as GMRT SPT-SZ Radio Halo Survey or
GSRHS, consists of 15 clusters, spanning a redshift range of ∼0.3 <

z < 0.83 and a mass range of ∼4.5 × 1014 < M500 < 18 × 1014 M�
with the SPT detection significance range of ∼7 < ξ < 42. This
sample is presented in Table 1 along with their global properties.

3 RADI O O BSERVATI ONS, DATA R EDUCTIO N,
A N D I M AG I N G

The observations of the whole sample (18 clusters) were carried out
in two GMRT observation cycles (project code: 26 024 and 27 026)
with a total of about 98 h observing time, including overheads. All
observations were made in dual polarization mode at 325 MHz with
32 MHz bandwidth divided into 256 spectral channels.

The data reduction was done using SPAM pipeline (Intema et al.
2017), which performs radio frequency interference (RFI) mitigation,
direction-dependent calibration, and ionospheric modelling (Intema
et al. 2009). Scaife & Heald (2012) scale was used to set flux densities
of the calibrators. We adopted a flux density uncertainty of 10 per cent
(Chandra, Ray & Bhatnagar 2004), which were quadratically added
to the respective map noise of the images.

For low-resolution image, we tried with different values of robust
parameter (Briggs 1995), and uv-taper, and found robust = 0 with
uv-taper at 7 kλ to be the most suitable for most of the clusters, with
the best signal-to-noise ratio to the large-scale structure.

For each cluster, the high-resolution image of the unresolved point
sources in the cluster region was made to distinguish from extended
emission. To do that, we have excluded baselines shorter than 3kλ2

(to get rid of the diffuse emission) and chose robust = −1 (to get
more uniform UV-coverage, resulting in higher resolution) during
the imaging. The resultant images are shown as blue/red contours
overlaid on optical image for respective clusters. We estimated the
flux densities of these radio galaxies using PyBDSF (Mohan &

2For exceptions, see Table 2.
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Table 1. Global cluster properties of the sample.

Name RAJ2000 DECJ2000 z M500 LX Tcentral cSB w tcool Morph. kpc
SPT-CL hh mm ss ◦ ′ ′′

(1014 M�) (1044 erg s−1) (keV) (10−2) (Gyr) arcsec−1

J0013−4906 00 13 19.44 -49 06 57.60 0.406 7.08 ± 1.15 5.6 ± 0.4 8.0 0.16 2.9 6.83 M 5.43
J0014−4952 00 14 45.60 -49 52 51.60 0.752 5.31 ± 0.92 6.8 ± 0.5 7.4 0.13 10.1 11.44 M 7.35
J0040−4407∗ 00 40 46.63 -44 07 58.09 0.350 10.18 ± 1.32 5.9 ± 0.4 7.5 − 0.9 2.34 I 4.94
J0123−4821 01 23 11.04 -48 21 28.80 0.655 4.46 ± 0.87 2.9 ± 0.2 7.3 0.16 3.9 9.77 M 6.96
J0142−5032 01 42 11.04 -50 32 24.00 0.6793 5.75 ± 0.95 4.3 ± 0.5 8.5 0.12 2.8 10.03 M 7.07
J0212−4657 02 12 25.92 -46 57 0.00 0.655 5.88 ± 0.98 5.4 ± 0.6 8.2 0.15 7.5 12.14 M 6.96
J0304−4401 03 04 20.29 -44 02 27.80 0.458 8.55 ± 1.32 8.7 ± 0.4 10.1 0.12 4.4 14.72 M 5.82
J0304−4921 03 04 16.00 -49 21 26.30 0.392 7.57 ± 1.2 6.0 ± 0.3 4.0 0.33 1.0 0.53 R 5.31
J0307−5042 03 07 50.64 -50 42 18.00 0.550 5.26 ± 0.93 4.2 ± 0.3 7.2 0.21 1.5 6.31 M 6.43
J0348−4515 03 48 15.95 -45 14 42.75 0.358 6.17 ± 1.03 3.2 ± 0.3 2.4 0.16 1.6 1.39 M 5.01
J0411−4819 04 11 9.40 -48 18 10.80 0.424 8.18 ± 1.27 7.4 ± 0.3 7.8 0.22 5.7 9.18 M 5.58
J0449−4901 04 49 4.00 -49 01 39.00 0.792 4.57 ± 0.86 3.9 ± 0.5 9.8 0.13 4.6 11.14 M 7.5
J0456−5116 04 56 28.09 -51 16 35.00 0.562 5.09 ± 0.89 3.5 ± 0.2 10.8 0.19 2.3 6.32 M 6.48
J2031−4037 20 31 51.49 -40 37 14.02 0.3416 9.83 ± 1.15 6.8 ± 0.3 12.2 0.22 1.7 3.43 I 4.87
J2248−4431 22 48 54.30 -44 31 7.00 0.351 17.97 ± 2.18 25.1 ± 0.3 13.0 0.23 0.6 1.79 I 4.95
J2258−4044∗ 22 58 49.44 -40 44 24.00 0.8971 5.88 ± 0.95 5.5 ± 0.5 7.9 − 3.6 5.98 M 7.8
J2301−4023 23 01 53.04 -40 23 20.40 0.8349 4.81 ± 0.86 4.8 ± 0.4 9.6 0.3 2.8 3.0 M 7.62
J2325−4111∗ 23 25 8.25 -41 12 42.59 0.358 7.55 ± 1.2 4.8 ± 0.3 10.4 − 4.0 13.06 M 5.01

Notes. The columns are 1. Cluster name, 2. right ascension, declination, 3. redshift, 4. mass within R500, 5. X-ray luminosity in the energy range 0.1–2.4 keV,
6. central temperature, 7. X-ray surface brightness concentration parameter (Santos et al. 2008), 8. centroid shift (Mohr, Fabricant & Geller 1993), 9. central
cooling time, 10. morphology status (M = merging or non-cool-core, R = relaxed or cool-core and I = intermediate or weak cool-core), and 11. linear scale at
respective redshift. The M500 information of the clusters are taken from Bleem et al. (2015). The Tcentral and tcool values are taken from McDonald et al. (2013).
The cSB values are derived in this work. The w values are taken from Nurgaliev et al. (2017). The clusters with ∗ sign had bad radio data and are not included in
this study.

Rafferty 2015) and were subtracted from the total radio emission
of the respective cluster to estimate the diffuse radio flux density.
The flux densities of these radio galaxies are presented in Table 2.

Due to the presence of bright point source in the field of view
whose sidelobes contaminated the target region, 3 out of 18 cluster
data were unusable. These clusters are namely SPT-CL J0040−4407,
SPT-CL J2258−4044, and SPT-CL J2325−4111.

4 R ESULTS

The results of our observations in reporting the presence and absence
of diffuse radio emission in the clusters are presented in the following
sections. A summary of the properties of the discrete and diffuse radio
sources are presented in Table 3.

4.1 Diffuse radio emission

4.1.1 SPT-CL J0013−4906

The SPT-CL J0013−4906 (McDonald et al. 2013) is massive (M500

= (7.1 ± 1.1) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated at
the redshift z = 0.406 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray
luminosity of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (5.6 ± 0.4) × 1044 erg s−1.
The central temperature of the cluster and the morphology parameters
suggest that it is a disturbed, non-cool-core cluster (NCC, Table 1).

The 325 MHz images are presented in Fig. 1. The diffuse radio
emission covers almost all of the cluster region visible in the X-ray
image (Fig. 1, left-hand panel). The size of the diffuse emission is
about 2.4 arcmin × 3.0 arcmin or 0.8 × 1 Mpc (east–west × north–
south or E-W × N-S). The Dark Energy Camera (DECam) optical
image shows a BCG (brightest cluster galaxy) at the position of the
X-ray peak with a spectroscopic redshift of z = 0.4099 (Bayliss et al.
2016). No obvious radio counterpart of this galaxy is visible in the

325 MHz high-resolution image (blue contours in Fig. 1, right-hand
panel). However, the 3σ significance radio emission near the BCG
may be associated with this source. The flux density of the diffuse
radio emission was found to be 11.01 ± 1.19 mJy at 325 MHz.
Considering the cluster morphology and the diffuse radio structure,
we classify this extended emission as a radio halo.

4.1.2 SPT-CL J0304−4401

The SPT-CL J0304−4401 was first discovered by Williamson et al.
(2011) in the SPT-SZ survey. It is a massive (M500 = (8.5 ± 1.3) ×
1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated at the redshift z = 0.458
(Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray image of this cluster shows
a disturbed morphology with three distinct ICM gas clumps, possibly
due to recent or ongoing merging event. The X-ray luminosity of this
cluster was found to be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (8.7 ± 0.4) × 1044 erg s−1.
The central temperature and the morphology parameters also suggest
that it is a disturbed, NCC cluster (Table 1).

The 325 MHz images are presented in Fig. 2. The diffuse radio
emission covers almost all the cluster region visible in the X-ray
image. The size of this diffuse emission is about 2.8 arcmin ×
3.3 arcmin or 1 × 1.1 Mpc (E-W × N-S). All the discrete point
sources visible in the high-resolution radio image (blue contours
in Fig. 2, right-hand panel) have optical counterparts in the HST
(Hubble Space Telescope) image. In the HST image, optical coun-
terparts are present at the peak positions of all three X-ray clumps,
indicating these being subclusters or galaxy groups. However, only
the galaxy (z = 0.4549; Bayliss et al. 2016) corresponding to
the central gas clump has spectroscopic information. The diffuse
emission flux density at 325 MHz was found to be 16.65 ± 1.85
mJy. Considering the cluster morphology and the diffuse radio
structure, we classify this extended emission as a giant radio
halo.
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Table 2. Imaging information.

Name uv-cut uv-taper Beam σ rms

SPT-CL (kλ) (kλ)
(arcsec × arcsec,

◦)
(μJy

beam−1)

J0013−4906 − − 32.1 × 9.1, −2.3 80
>3 − 28.3 × 6.3, −2.6 100

J0014−4952 − 7 31.0 × 13.4, 1.5 100
>3 − 22.3 × 5.0, −0.4 80

J0123−4821 − 7 35.4 × 13.0, 0.1 100
>3 − 24.2 × 6.3, −3.1 100

J0142−5032 − 7 36.3 × 13.3, 5.3 100
>3 − 24.7 × 6.4, 2.4 80

J0212−4657 − 7 36.4 × 13.3, 10.2 180
>3 − 26.1 × 6.4, 4.1 130

J0304−4401 − 7 35.0 × 25.0, 0.0 180
>3 − 18.6 × 6.6, 10.0 80

J0304−4921 − 7 34.2 × 14.0, 12.7 150
>3 − 25.3 × 7.0, 14.8 150

J0307−5042 − 7 34.4 × 13.1, 7.8 80
>3 − 25.2 × 6.3, 1.7 80

J0348−4515 − − 35.9 × 11.5, 33.5 150
>3 − 23.8 × 7.7, 28.5 100

J0411−4819 − 7 43.9 × 13.2, 15.9 200
>3 − 31.5 × 6.3, 15.2 200

J0449−4901 − 7 36.7 × 12.9, 6.2 130
>3 − 23.4 × 5.0, 5.3 200

J0456−5116 − 7 42.3 × 12.7, 7.1 150
>3 − 27.3 × 6.4, 3.1 150

J2031−4037 − − 21.5 × 10.1, −3.5 60
>5 − 14.9 × 4.9, 2.0 120

J2248−4431 − − 23.0 × 23.0, 0.0 100
>1 − 18.1 × 5.1, 6.8 100

J2301−4023 − 7 33.5 × 13.7, 6.2 180
>3 − 22.9 × 6.5, 2.8 100

Notes. For each cluster, the first row corresponds to the low-resolution image
shown in black contours, and the second row corresponds to the high-
resolution image shown in blue/red contours in the respective figures. The
Briggs (1995) robust parameter used for low and high-resolution images are
0 and −1, respectively (except for SPT-CL J2031−4037, where robust=0.5).

4.1.3 SPT-CL J2031−4037

The discovery of the SPT-CL J2031−4037 or RXC J2031.8−4037
cluster was first reported by Böhringer et al. (2004) in the RE-
FLEX (ROSAT-ESO Flux Limited X-ray) Galaxy Cluster survey.
Later detections of this cluster via the SZ effect were reported
by Williamson et al. (2011), Bleem et al. (2015), and Planck
Collaboration XXIX (2014). The SPT-CL J2031−4037 is a massive
(M500 = (9.8 ± 1.2) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated
at the redshift z = 0.3416 (Böhringer et al. 2004). The Chandra
X-ray luminosity of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (6.8 ± 0.3) × 1044

erg s−1. A previous study by Raja et al. (2020) classified this as a
moderately disturbed weak-cool-core (WCC) cluster.

A multifrequency study of the diffuse emission in this cluster was
carried out by Raja et al. (2020), and only a brief description of
this source is presented here. The 325 MHz images are presented in
Fig. 3. The diffuse radio emission is present throughout most of the
cluster region visible in the X-ray image. It has a similar east–west
extension as the ICM seen in the X-ray image, which is possibly the
merger axis. The size of the diffuse emission is about 2.7 arcmin ×
2.1 arcmin or 0.8 × 0.6 Mpc (E-W × N-S). A bright radio galaxy
(BCG) is present at the position of the X-ray peak, which also has
optical identification in the HST optical image. The BCG was also
detected in the TGSS (Intema et al. 2017) and SUMSS (Bock, Large

& Sadler 1999; Mauch et al. 2003). The GLEAM survey (Wayth
et al. 2015; Hurley-Walker et al. 2017) also detected a blob at this
position, which encompasses the entire cluster region. Considering
the morphology, and the diffuse radio structure, it was classified as
an intermediate radio halo with the flux density of 16.93 ± 1.76 mJy
at 325 MHz (Raja et al. 2020).

4.1.4 SPT-CL J2248−4431

The SPT-CL J2248−4431 cluster or otherwise known as ACO S 1063
was first discovered by Abell, Corwin & Olowin (1989). Subsequent
detections of this cluster were reported in REFLEX survey by
Böhringer et al. (2004), in SPT-SZ survey by Williamson et al.
(2011), in Planck SZ survey by Planck Collaboration XXIX (2014)
and more. This is a massive (M500 = (18.0 ± 2.2) × 1014 M�; Bleem
et al. 2015) cluster situated at the redshift z = 0.351 (Bleem et al.
2015). Optical and X-ray study performed by Gómez et al. (2012)
reported this cluster to be bullet like merger with the merger axis
being north-east to south-west, and the merging plane is close the sky
plane. It is an extremely X-ray luminous cluster with L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] =
(25.1 ± 0.3) × 1044 erg s−1, and the second most luminous cluster in
the REFLEX survey. A detailed X-ray study done by Rahaman et al.
(2020), with X-ray temperature map and morphology parameters,
classified this as a moderately disturbed WCC cluster which is in
transition into an NCC cluster.

Recently, multifrequency observations carried out by Xie et al.
(2020) reported the detection of diffuse radio emission in this cluster
at 325 MHz along with 1.5 and 3.0 GHz and classified it as a giant
radio halo. Here, we have presented only a brief description of the
observed diffuse emission at 325 MHz, and a more detailed analysis
is presented in Rahaman et al. (2020). In Fig. 4, we present the
Chandra X-ray, 325 MHz radio, and HST optical image of the SPT-
CL J2248−4431 cluster. It can be seen that the diffuse radio emission
covers the entire cluster region visible in X-ray. The extent of this
extended emission was found to be ∼1.2 Mpc. The HST image
shows the optical counterparts of all the radio galaxies visible in
the 325 MHz high-resolution image (blue contours) in Fig. 4 (right-
hand panel). The flux density of the diffuse radio emission excluding
the point sources and the head-tail radio galaxy was found to be
62.0 ± 6.28 mJy at 325 MHz. This halo flux density is much higher
than what was reported by Xie et al. (2020), and the reliability of our
flux density estimation is described in detail in Rahaman et al. (2020).
We tried a combination of different imaging parameters as well as
point source modelling corresponding to different inner uv-cut. In all
cases, the diffuse flux densities were found consistent with the one
reported here. Radio emission from this cluster was detected in other
surveys as well. In the TGSS (Intema et al. 2017) and SUMSS (Bock
et al. 1999; Mauch et al. 2003) survey, a blob emission was detected
consisting of the cluster radio galaxies. In the GLEAM (Wayth et al.
2015; Hurley-Walker et al. 2017) survey, a single blob-like structure
was detected covering the entire cluster region.

4.2 Diffuse emission candidate

4.2.1 SPT-CL J0348−4515

The discovery of the SPT-CL J0348−4515 or ClG 0346−454 cluster
was first reported by West & Frandsen (1981) with the SRC Schmidt
plate. This is a massive (M500 = (6.2 ± 1.0) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al.
2015) cluster situated at the redshift z = 0.358 (Bleem et al. 2015).
The Chandra X-ray image (Fig. 5, left-hand panel) shows an irregular
ICM distribution and the X-ray luminosity of this cluster was found to
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Table 3. Flux densities of the discrete and diffuse radio sources of the cluster sample.

Name Source RAJ2000 DECJ2000 Sν P1.4 GHz Size
hh mm ss ◦ ′ ′′

(mJy) (1024 W Hz−1) (Mpc)

SPT-CL J0013−4906 Halo 11.01 ± 1.19 1.07 ± 0.12 0.89
SPT-CL J0014−4952 Halo (UL) <5 <3.67
SPT-CL J0123−4821 Halo (UL) <4 <1.77
SPT-CL J0142−5032 Halo (UL) <10 <2.82
SPT-CL J0212−4657 Halo (UL) Bad rms
SPT-CL J0304−4401 A 03 04 10.76 −44 02 13.43 0.73 ± 0.07

B 03 04 16.15 −44 00 04.40 9.35 ± 0.32
C 03 04 26.55 −44 01 03.93 3.25 ± 0.13
D 03 04 27.83 −44 02 41.65 2.72 ± 0.09

Halo 16.65 ± 1.85 2.17 ± 0.24 1.07
SPT-CL J0304−4921 Halo (UL) <4 <0.53
SPT-CL J0307−5042 Halo (UL) <5 <2.06
SPT-CL J0348−4515 A 03 48 16.30 −45 15 47.56 3.01 ± 0.16

B 03 48 17.85 −45 15 08.96 6.26 ± 0.17
Halo (C) 12.04 ± 1.38 0.84 ± 0.1 0.64

SPT-CL J0411−4819 Halo (UL) Bad rms
SPT-CL J0449−4901 Halo (UL) <4 <4.20
SPT-CL J0456−5116 Halo (UL) <10 <3.05
SPT-CL J2031−4037 BCG 20 31 51.49 −40 37 14.02 89.6 ± 0.53

Halo 16.93 ± 1.76 0.77 ± 0.08† 0.69
SPT-CL J2248−4431 A 22 48 44.95 −44 31 47.86 0.33 ± 0.09

BCG 22 48 43.86 −44 31 51.33 6.61 ± 0.11
B 22 48 41.70 −44 31 57.12 0.54 ± 0.1
C 22 48 37.58 −44 32 43.40 0.58 ± 0.12
D 22 48 44.62 −44 30 08.90 42.49 ± 0.18

RG 22 48 49.06 −44 30 44.19 36.48 ± 0.4
Halo 62.0 ± 6.28 4.22 ± 0.43 1.2

SPT-CL J2301−4023 Halo (UL) <7 <6.01

Notes. The columns are 1. cluster name, 2. radio source, 3. right ascension, declination, 4. flux density at 325 MHz, 5. radio power at 1.4 GHz assuming spectral
index α = −1.3, 6. size of the diffuse emission (

√
E − W × N − S). †The 1.4 GHz radio power of the SPT-CL J2031−4037 halo is taken from Raja et al. (2020)

with the observed spectral index of α = −1.35. Halo (C) and halo (UL) represents candidate halo and the halo upper limit, respectively.

Figure 1. Left: Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J0013−4906 cluster. The restoring beam of the radio image is
32 arcsec × 9 arcsec, PA −3◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The black contours are drawn at levels [−1, 1,

√
2, 2, 4, . . .] × 3σrms with σ rms = 80 μJy

beam−1. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. Right: DECam optical image is overlaid with 325 MHz high-resolution image contours excluding
baselines shorter than 3kλ (blue), and are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms with σ rms = 100 μJy beam−1. Negative contours are indicated in green.
The restoring beam of the radio image is 28 arcsce × 6 arcsec, PA −3◦, indicated at the bottom left corner in magenta. The 3σ rms contour of the left-hand panel
is shown in black to show the extent of the diffuse emission.
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Low-frequency survey of SPT cluster sample 2241

Figure 2. Left: Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J0304−4401 cluster. The restoring beam of the radio image is
35 arcsec × 25 arcsec, PA 0◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The black contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms with σ rms = 180
μJy beam−1. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. Right: HST optical image is overlaid with 325 MHz high-resolution image contours excluding
baselines shorter than 3kλ (blue), and are drawn at the same levels as previously but with σ rms = 80 μJy beam−1. The restoring beam of the radio image is
19 arcsec × 7 arcsec, PA 10◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The 3σ rms contour of the left-hand panel is shown in black to indicate the extent of the diffuse
emission.

Figure 3. Left: Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J2031−4037 cluster. The restoring beam of the radio image is
21 arcsec × 10 arcsec, PA −4◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The black contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms with σ rms = 60 μJy
beam−1. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. Right: HST optical image is overlaid with the 325 MHz high-resolution image contours excluding
baselines shorter than 5kλ (blue) and are drawn at the same levels as previously but with σ rms = 120 μJy beam−1. The restoring beam of the radio image is
15 arcsec × 5 arcsec, PA 2◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The 3σ rms contour of the left-hand panel is shown in black to show the extent of the diffuse
emission.

be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (3.2 ± 0.3) × 1044 erg s−1. The central temperature
and morphology parameters suggest that it is a disturbed WCC cluster
(Table 1).

The 325 MHz images are presented in Fig. 5. The diffuse radio
emission is present throughout most of the cluster region visible in
the X-ray image. The size of this diffuse emission is about 2.3 arcmin
× 1.9 arcmin or 0.7 × 0.6 Mpc (E-W × N-S). Both radio galaxies

in the cluster region visible in the high-resolution image contours
have optical counterparts in the DECam image. After subtracting the
contributions from the radio galaxies, the diffuse flux density comes
out to be 12.04 ± 1.38 mJy at 325 MHz. We classify this emission
to be a candidate halo. In addition, another diffuse radio emission of
∼0.5 Mpc scale is present in the north of the cluster, which does not
have any corresponding optical counterpart. The flux density of this
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2242 R. Raja et al.

Figure 4. Left: Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J2248−4431 cluster. The restoring beam of the radio image is
23 arcsec × 23 arcsec, PA 0◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The black contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms with σ rms = 100
μJy beam−1. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. Right: HST optical image is overlaid with 325 MHz high-resolution image contours excluding
baselines shorter than 1kλ (blue) and are drawn at the same levels as previously but with σ rms = 100 μJy beam−1. The restoring beam of the radio image is
18 arcsec × 5 arcsec, PA 7◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The 6σ rms contour of the left-hand panel is shown in black to show the extent of the diffuse
emission.

Figure 5. Left: Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J0348−4515 cluster. The restoring beam of the radio image is
36 arcsec × 11.5 arcsec, PA 33.5◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The black contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms with σ rms = 150 μJy
beam−1. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. Right: DECam optical image is overlaid with 325 MHz high-resolution image contours excluding
baselines shorter than 3kλ (blue) and are drawn at the same levels as previously but with σ rms = 100 μJy beam−1. Negative contours are indicated in green.
The restoring beam of the radio image is 24 arcsec × 8 arcsec, PA 29◦, indicated at the bottom left corner. The 3σ rms contour of the left-hand panel is shown in
black to show the extent of the diffuse emission.

diffuse source was found to be 4.43 ± 0.62 mJy. The position of this
diffuse source probably excludes it being a part of the halo emission;
however, the possibility of it being revived fossil plasma can not be
ruled out. Further deeper observations are needed to confirm these
possibilities.

4.3 Non-detections and upper limits

The clusters in the sample that do not show any presence of diffuse
radio emission are classified here as non-detections. All these clusters
have only one or two bright radio galaxy present within the cluster
extent.
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Low-frequency survey of SPT cluster sample 2243

For the determination of the radio halo upper limit, we have
followed a similar approach as described in Paul et al. (2019), which
in turn based on the approach described in Bonafede et al. (2017).

(i) First, we derive the expected radio power corresponding to the
cluster mass using the correlation given in Cassano et al. (2013), that
is,

log

(
P1.4

1024.5 W Hz−1

)
= B log

(
M500

1014.9 M�

)
+ A (1)

where A = 0.125 ± 0.076 and B = 3.77 ± 0.57 are BCES-bisector
fitting parameters corresponding to ‘radio halo’ only data.

(ii) Next, we calculated the expected radio halo size from the
above-derived radio power using the relation presented in Cassano
et al. (2007), that is,

log

(
P1.4

5 × 1024 h−2
70 W Hz−1

)
= (4.18 ± 0.68) log

(
RH

500h−1
70 kpc

)

− (0.26 ± 0.07) (2)

where RH is the radio halo radii.
(iii) Then, we injected a fake radio halo with the expected radio

power within the expected radio halo size, which is calculated above,
in the calibrated UV-data at a position near the cluster and free from
other radio emission, taking into account the w-projection effect.

(iv) We varied the injected fake radio halo flux density S
inj
RH

keeping the halo size constant. Now, if the recovered halo has
Dmeas

2σ > RH and Smeas
2σ 	 30 per centS inj

RH
, where Dmeas

2σ and Smeas
2σ are

measured fake halo size and flux density, the injected flux density
is decreased. Similarly, if the halo size Dmeas

2σ < RH , the injected
flux density is increased. This process is repeated until we reach the
condition where Dmeas

2σ � RH . The injected flux density at this point
is considered the upper limit to the radio halo.

A brief description of the individual clusters along with their halo
upper limits, is presented below.

4.3.1 SPT-CL J0014−4952

The SPT-CL J0014−4952 (McDonald et al. 2013) is a less massive
(M500 = (5.3 ± 0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated
at the redshift z = 0.752 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray
luminosity of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (6.8 ± 0.5) × 1044 erg
s−1. The central temperature and morphology parameters suggest
that it is a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). The 325 MHz images
are presented in Fig. 6 (top left panel). No believable diffuse radio
emission is visible in the low-resolution image. We derived an upper
limit to the halo emission, which was found to be 5 mJy.

4.3.2 SPT-CL J0123−4821

The SPT-CL J0123−4821 (McDonald et al. 2013) is a less massive
(M500 = (4.5 ± 0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated
at the redshift z = 0.655 (Bayliss et al. 2016). The Chandra X-ray
image shows a disturbed morphology and absence of bright core.
The X-ray luminosity of this cluster was found to be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] =
(2.9 ± 0.2) × 1044 erg s−1. The central temperature and morphology
parameters suggest that it is a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). The
325 MHz images are presented in Fig. 6 (top right panel). There is no
diffuse emission visible in the low-resolution image contours. The
radio halo upper limit for this cluster was placed to be 4 mJy.

4.3.3 SPT-CL J0142−5032

This is a massive cluster with M500 = (5.7 ± 0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem
et al. 2015 and situated at the redshift z = 0.6793 (Bayliss et al.
2016). The Chandra X-ray image shows a disturbed morphology
with luminosity of L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (4.3 ± 0.5) × 1044 erg s−1. The
central temperature and morphology parameters suggest that it is a
disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). In Fig. 6 (middle left panel), low-
resolution image contours show that there is no diffuse emission
from the ICM. Nothing was detected in the TGSS (Intema et al.
2017), and SUMSS (Bock et al. 1999; Mauch et al. 2003) survey, but
the GLEAM (Wayth et al. 2015; Hurley-Walker et al. 2017) 170–
231 MHz image cutout shows a faint emission at the position of the
radio galaxies. We estimated a radio halo upper limit for this cluster,
which came out to be 10 mJy.

4.3.4 SPT-CL J0212−4657

The SPT-CL J0212−4657 (McDonald et al. 2013) is a less massive
(M500 = (5.9 ± 1.0) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated
at the redshift z = 0.655 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray
luminosity of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (5.4 ± 0.6) × 1044 erg
s−1. The central temperature and morphology parameters suggest
that it is a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). The 325 MHz images are
presented in Fig. 6 (middle right panel). No believable diffuse radio
emission is found in the low-resolution radio image (black contours).
We searched for radio emission corresponding to the cluster region
in TGSS (Intema et al. 2017), SUMSS (Bock et al. 1999; Mauch
et al. 2003), and found nothing. However, the GLEAM (Wayth et al.
2015; Hurley-Walker et al. 2017) survey detected a blob at the cluster
position. Finally, because of the contamination from a nearby bright
radio source, we could not place a halo upper limit to this cluster.

4.3.5 SPT-CL J0304−4921

This cluster was first discovered in the Atacama Cosmology Tele-
scope (ACT) SZE survey (ACT-CL J0304-4921) by Menanteau
et al. (2010). This is a massive cluster with M500 = (7.6 ± 1.2) ×
1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015 and situated at the redshift z =
0.392 (Sifón et al. 2013). The Chandra X-ray image shows a
regular morphology with bright central core. The X-ray luminos-
ity of this cluster was found to be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (6.0 ± 0.3)
× 1044 erg s−1. The central temperature and morphology pa-
rameters suggest that it is a relaxed strong cool-core cluster
(Table 1). In Fig. 6 (bottom left panel), low-resolution image
contours show that there is no diffuse emission from the ICM.
Because of this being a strong cool-core cluster, we estimated
a radio halo upper limit for this cluster corresponding to typ-
ical minihalo size, that is, 500 kpc, which was found to be
4 mJy.

4.3.6 SPT-CL J0307−5042

The SPT-CL J0307−5042 (McDonald et al. 2013) is a less massive
(M500 = (5.3 ± 0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated
at the redshift z = 0.55 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray
luminosity of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (4.2 ± 0.3) × 1044 erg
s−1. The central temperature and morphology parameters suggest
that it is a disturbed, NCC cluster (Table 1). The 325 MHz images
are presented in Fig. 6 (bottom right panel). No believable diffuse
emission is found within the cluster region in the low-resolution radio
image (black contours). However, an extension of the northern radio
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2244 R. Raja et al.

Figure 6. Chandra X-ray images overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J0014−4952, SPT-CL J0123−4821, SPT-CL J0142−5032, SPT-CL
J0212−4657, SPT-CL J0304−4921, and SPT-CL J0307−5042. The contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms. Negative contours are indicated
with dotted lines. The restoring beam of the low- and high-resolution images are indicated in the bottom left corner with black and red ellipses, respectively.
See Table 2 for σ rms and restoring beams.
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Low-frequency survey of SPT cluster sample 2245

Figure 7. Chandra X-ray image overlaid with 325 MHz radio contours of the SPT-CL J0411−4819, SPT-CL J0449−4901, SPT-CL J0456−5116, and SPT-CL
J2301−4023. The contours are drawn at levels [ − 1, 1, 2, 4, 8, . . . ] × 3σ rms. Negative contours are indicated with dotted lines. The restoring beam of the low-
and high-resolution images are indicated in the bottom left corner with black and red ellipses, respectively. See Table 2 for σ rms and restoring beams.

galaxy towards the east is visible outside the cluster region, which
may be associated with the radio galaxy and not to the ICM, that is,
relic or fossil plasma. We placed an upper limit to the radio halo for
this cluster to be 5 mJy.

4.3.7 SPT-CL J0411−4819

This cluster was first discovered in the Planck Early SZ (ESZ) survey
(Planck Collaboration VII 2011). This is a massive cluster with M500

= (8.2 ± 1.3) × 1014 M� (Bleem et al. 2015) and situated at the
redshift z = 0.424 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray image
shows a disturbed morphology with a clear trace of merging activity.
The X-ray luminosity of the system was found to be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] =
(7.4 ± 0.3) × 1044 erg s−1. The central temperature and morphology
parameters suggest that it is a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). The
325 MHz images are presented in Fig. 7 (top left panel). Although this
cluster seems to be highly disturbed, no diffuse emission was found in

the low-resolution image (black contours). We tried to place a reliable
upper limit to the radio halo for this cluster, but contamination from
a nearby bright radio source prevented the same.

4.3.8 SPT-CL J0449−4901

The SPT-CL J0449−4901 (McDonald et al. 2013) is a less massive
(M500 = (4.6 ± 0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated at
the redshift z = 0.792 (Bleem et al. 2015). The Chandra X-ray image
shows a disturbed morphology with X-ray luminosity L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] =
(3.9 ± 0.5) × 1044 erg s−1. The central temperature and morphology
parameters suggest that it is a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1).
In Fig. 7 (top right panel), the low-resolution image shows an
extended radio source with size of about 1.43 arcmin × 2.58 arcmin
or 0.64 × 1.16 Mpc (E-W × N-S), but the high-resolution image
contours reveal it being a blended emission of multiple embedded
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radio galaxies. We estimated an upper limit to the radio halo for this
cluster to be 4 mJy.

4.3.9 SPT-CL J0456−5116

This is a massive cluster with M500 = (5.1 ± 0.9) × 1014 M� (Bleem
et al. 2015) and situated at the redshift z = 0.562 (Bleem et al.
2015). The Chandra X-ray image shows a regular morphology with
an absence of bright central core. The X-ray luminosity of this cluster
was found to be L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (3.5 ± 0.2) × 1044 erg s−1. However,
the central temperature and morphology parameters suggest it being
a disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). In Fig. 7 (bottom left panel),
low-resolution image contours show that there is no diffuse emission
from the ICM. We estimated a radio halo upper limit for this cluster,
which came out to be 10 mJy.

4.3.10 SPT-CL J2301−4023

The SPT-CL J2301−4023 (McDonald et al. 2013) or [LP96] 2259-
4040 cluster was first discovered in optical survey conducted by
Lidman & Peterson (1996). This is a less massive (M500 = (4.8 ±
0.9) × 1014 M�; Bleem et al. 2015) cluster situated at the redshift
z = 0.8349 (Bayliss et al. 2016). This is the most distant cluster in
the analysed sample (15 clusters). The Chandra X-ray luminosity
of this cluster is L[0.1 − 2.4 keV] = (4.8 ± 0.4) × 1044 erg s−1. The
central temperature and morphology parameters suggest that it is a
disturbed NCC cluster (Table 1). The 325 MHz images are presented
in Fig. 7 (bottom right panel). No believable diffuse radio emission
is found in the low-resolution image (black contours). A hint of the
presence of the diffuse radio emission is found after subtraction of the
radio galaxy flux density from the total emission, where the residual
flux density was found to be 2.95 ± 0.44 mJy. However, further
deeper observations are needed to reliably confirm the presence of
any diffuse radio emission in this cluster. We have derived an upper
limit to the halo in this cluster to be 7 mJy.

5 D ISCUSSION

In this work, we present the radio observational results of the
GSRHS sample of 15 galaxy clusters. Radio images were obtained at
325 MHz with σ rms ∼ 100 μJy beam−1 (Section 4). Extended radio
emission in the cluster ICM was found in four clusters, tentative
detection of diffuse emission in one cluster, and upper limits were
estimated for non-detection in eight clusters.

Below, we discuss the implications of our results in understanding
the diffuse radio emission in galaxy clusters.

5.1 Occurrence of radio haloes

The fraction of radio halo detected in our sample is f = 4/15 ∼
27 per cent and if we include one candidate halo, it becomes
f = 5/15 ∼ 33 per cent. It should be noted that these detection
fractions are specific to the selected sample and will change according
to the selection criteria. These occurrences are similar to what
was previously reported by Kale et al. (2015), despite our sample
being biased towards mergers. However, we note that an absolute
comparison between these samples are not possible because of
different selection criteria and the values presented here are only
indicative.

In Fig. 8, we have illustrated with histogram plots the occurrence
of radio haloes across redshift, X-ray luminosity, and mass. In Fig. 8

(left-hand panel), it can be seen that the detection of radio haloes
in each redshift bin is around 50 per cent from z = 0.3 up to 0.46,
and no detection beyond. The primary reason for this is the lack of
sensitivity of our radio observations, and further deeper observations
are needed to confirm whether there are any diffuse emission in these
clusters or not. However, the lack of massive clusters in our sample
at higher redshift, which is evident from Fig. 8 (right-hand panel), is
also contributing to the lack of haloes at higher redshift.

In the middle panel of Fig. 8, the radio halo distribution in X-ray
luminosity shows that most of the clusters in our sample (13/15) are
of low X-ray luminosity if we take the dividing X-ray luminosity
to be 8 × 1044 erg s−1 (or, 44.9 in log scale) following Venturi
et al. (2008), Brunetti et al. (2009), and Kale et al. (2015). Also,
in the right-hand panel of Fig. 8 we see that most of the clusters
with non-detection are in the 4 − 6 × 1014 M� bin. So, although the
clusters with non-detection in our sample are less X-ray luminous
and less massive, the real lack of sensitivity in our observations does
not allow us to comment on the occurrence of haloes in low-mass
clusters.

5.2 Distribution of haloes in the P1.4–LX and P1.4–M500 plane

It is established in the literature that there is a clear bimodal
distribution of clusters with and without haloes in both P1.4–LX and
P1.4–M500 plane (e.g. Cassano et al. 2013; Kale et al. 2015). We have
also plotted the distribution of our sample in both of these planes
in Fig. 9. Although a proper comparison between samples in these
correlations is possible only when the explored redshift range, as
well as the sample selection criteria, is similar, haloes in our sample
(since they have similar redshifts as the literature sample) seem to
lie within the range of scatter of the literature sample.

The P1.4 − LX plot in Fig. 9 (left-hand panel) shows that the
clusters in our sample follow the observed correlation between radio
and X-ray power. Both the haloes and candidate are showing similar
scatter as in literature haloes. The only halo outlier is the SPT-CL
J2248−4431 cluster, where the observed radio power is considerably
lower than the correlation line. A multifrequency analysis of this
cluster was recently done by Rahaman et al. (2020) where they
argued the under luminous behaviour of this cluster being related to
the merger being recent and is currently in switching-on stage and
moving up towards the correlation. Additionally, most of the upper
limits lie above the correlation lines, which indicates the possibility
of hosting radio halo; merely the current data have insufficient
sensitivity to detect them. So, they cannot be considered with the
non-halo group based on current observations. We derived a linear fit
combining our halo sample (excluding the candidate halo) with the
literature halo sample [including ultrasteep spectrum (USS) haloes]
using the BCES method (Akritas & Bershady 1996) of the form,

log(P1.4) = A × log(LX) + B. (3)

The best-fitting parameters corresponding to the bisector and the
orthogonal are A = 2.02 ± 0.24 and B = −66.54 ± 10.95 and A
= 2.32 ± 0.30 and B = −79.65 ± 13.63, respectively, which are
consistent with the previous studies (e.g. Cassano et al. 2013; Kale
et al. 2015).

The plot of the samples in P1.4–M500 plane in Fig. 9 (right-hand
panel) also shows similar characteristics like the previous correlation.
The distribution of our sample in this plane as well is similar to
the literature sample with comparable scatter around the best-fitting
line. Here as well the only outlier is the massive cluster SPT-CL
J2248−4431. Similar to the previous correlation, upper limits with
higher redshifts lie above the best-fitting line. Similarly, we derived
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Low-frequency survey of SPT cluster sample 2247

Figure 8. Histograms show the distribution of haloes, candidate haloes, and non-detections (upper limits) in the GSRHS sample across redshift (left-hand
panel), X-ray luminosity (middle panel), and mass (right-hand panel) of the clusters. The white histograms represent all clusters (All), the green histograms are
radio haloes (Haloes), hatched histograms in blue and red colour are candidate haloes (Candidates) and non-detection clusters (Upper limits), respectively.

Figure 9. The distribution of GSRHS haloes, candidate, and upper limits (blue arrows) along with literature haloes, USS haloes, and upper limits (black arrows)
taken from Cassano et al. (2013) are plotted in the P1.4–LX (left-hand panel) and P1.4–L500 (right-hand panel). The mass information of the GSRHS clusters are
taken from Bleem et al. (2015).The orange shaded region in both plots represents the 95 per cent confidence region of the best-fitting relations.

a linear fit in this plane using BCES method (Akritas & Bershady
1996) of the form,

log(P1.4) = A × log(M500) + B (4)

using the same sample as previously. The best-fitting parameters
corresponding to the bisector and the orthogonal came out to be A =
3.31 ± 0.69 and B = −24.90 ± 10.27 and A = 5.61 ± 1.78 and B =
−59.26 ± 26.50, respectively, which are consistent with the previous
study by Cassano et al. (2013).

5.3 Dynamical states of the GSRHS sample

Observational evidence of a close connection between diffuse radio
sources like haloes, relics and minihaloes, and the dynamical state
of the clusters have already been reported in the literature in the past
few decades. Haloes and relics are connected with merging clusters,
and minihaloes are found in the relaxed clusters.

Since the X-ray map traces the thermal distribution of a cluster
ICM, it is widely used to estimate the dynamical state of the clusters.
The dynamical state of a cluster is typically measured by estimating

(i) the absence/presence of a bright core, for example, surface
brightness ‘concentration parameter’ cSB (Santos et al. 2008) and
(ii) disturbance in the ICM, for example, ‘centroid shift’ w (Mohr
et al. 1993). In Fig. 10, we have plotted these parameters in the cSB–w

plane corresponding to our sample along with the sample presented
in Cassano et al. (2016). Following Santos et al. (2008), we derived
cSB for our sample from the Chandra data and the w information is
taken from Nurgaliev et al. (2017). Following Cassano (2010), we
used w = 0.012 and cSB = 0.2 to separate merging clusters with
radio haloes and relaxed clusters without haloes.

Here, we see that despite being merging clusters, a lot of them
does not show any diffuse emission. But, unlike the literature sample
where almost all are massive clusters, almost half of them in our
sample are relatively low-mass clusters (Fig. 8, right-hand panel).
Specifically, most of the non-detections in Fig. 10 (bottom right
quadrant) are in the first bin of the mass histogram (Fig. 8, right-
hand panel). However, we would like to point out that most of
the clusters with the absence of halo in our sample are situated at
higher redshifts, where the probability of halo detection is extremely
low. Furthermore, the sensitivity of our observations is very poor to
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Figure 10. The distribution of GSRHS clusters along with literature clusters
(haloes and upper limits) reported in Cassano et al. (2016) are plotted in the
cSB–w plane. We derived cSB corresponding to the GSRHS clusters from the
Chandra data and w information is taken from Nurgaliev et al. (2017).

explore the possibility of hosting haloes in these clusters. So, the
reason for the absence of halo in our sample is not exactly similar to
as Cuciti et al. (2015). Nevertheless, since the possibility of detecting
radio halo depends on several factors like mass of the system, merger
energy injection fraction, magnetic field properties of the cluster, and
merger stage (e.g. Cassano et al. 2010; Donnert et al. 2013; Brunetti
& Jones 2014), sensitive low-frequency observations of merging
clusters that do not show diffuse radio emission are crucial to clarify
whether they host USS haloes or truly not host any diffuse radio
emission at all.

6 SU M M A RY A N D C O N C L U S I O N S

The GSRHS consists of 15 clusters observed at 325 MHz frequency
for a higher probability of radio halo detection. This study is one
of the first systematic investigations of this kind in the redshift
z > 0.3 (e.g. Knowles et al. 2019; Giovannini et al. 2020). Al-
though, the majority of clusters in this sample are less X-ray bright
(<8 × 1044 erg s−1) and half of the clusters are less massive ones
(4 − 6 × 1014 M�), this sample is biased towards merging clusters.

Radio images of haloes, candidate, and upper limits are presented
in Section 4. We have discovered radio halo for the first time
in SPT-CL J0013−4906 and SPT-CL J0304−4401 cluster. The
presence of radio halo in two clusters of our sample, namely SPT-CL
J2031−4037 and SPT-CL J2248−4431 were previously reported
by Raja et al. (2020) and Xie et al. (2020), respectively. Also,
SPT-CL J0348−4515 cluster is classified as a candidate for radio
halo. Finally, we derived upper limits for the clusters where no
diffuse emission was observed in SPT-CL J0014−4952, SPT-CL
J0123−4821, SPT-CL J0142−5032, SPT-CL J0212−4657, SPT-CL
J0304−4921, SPT-CL J0307−5042, SPT-CL J0411−4819, SPT-CL
J0449−4901, SPT-CL J0456−5116, and SPT-CL J2301−4023. In
addition, the haloes and candidate follow the observed correlations
in both P1.4–LX and P1.4–M500 plane with similar scatter as found
in the literature data. Furthermore, the position of the derived upper
limits above the correlation line indicates the possibility of future
detection of diffuse radio emission with sensitive observations.

In conclusion, the study presented here is a pilot survey of
high-redshift clusters which complements the previous GRHS and
EGRHS in redshift distribution. Note that our current sample lacks
sufficient massive clusters at high redshift. Future study of massive
merging clusters with uniform redshift distribution is necessary to
investigate the redshift dependence of the radio haloes. Furthermore,
a systematic investigation of less-massive, dynamically disturbed
clusters at low redshift is crucial in understanding the nature of radio
haloes in general. Finally, future sensitive low-frequency surveys
with uGMRT, JVLA, MeerKAT, LOFAR, MWA, and the upcoming
SKA will be the key in studying the unexplored aspects of galaxy
clusters to understand the origin and evolution of different diffuse
radio structures found in them.
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