
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement intended for healthcare professionals

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
This issue
RSTMH Journals
Infectious Diseases
Public Health and Epidemiology
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        
	

                
                    Special Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Supplements
                
            
        
	

                
                    Lessons from the field
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access Articles
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    For Reviewers
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About the Journal
                
            
        
	

                
                    About the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Policies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact Us
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                
                    RSTMH Journals
                

                            
                    [image: Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene]
                

            
                    
                            
                                [image: Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene]
                            
                                            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        
	

                
                    Special Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Supplements
                
            
        
	

                
                    Lessons from the field
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access Articles
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    For Reviewers
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About the Journal
                
            
        
	

                
                    About the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Policies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact Us
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
This issue
RSTMH Journals
Infectious Diseases
Public Health and Epidemiology
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 81

                        Issue 2




            

            
March-April 1987            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        The morbidity of schistosomiasis mansoni in Maniema (Zaire)
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    B. Gryseels, 

                                    

    
        
    B. Gryseels



    


    
        1Laboratory for Parasitology, Leiden University, P.O. Box 9605, 2300 RC Leiden, The Netherlands
2aFormerly: Institute for Tropical Medicine, Kinshasa, ZaireUK
2bAntwerp, Belgium

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        PubMed
    

    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    A.M. Polderman

                                    

    
        
    A.M. Polderman



    


    
        2aFormerly: Institute for Tropical Medicine, Kinshasa, ZaireUK
2bAntwerp, Belgium

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        PubMed
    

    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Volume 81, Issue 2, March-April 1987, Pages 202–209, https://doi.org/10.1016/0035-9203(87)90215-X

        

        
            
                Published:

                01 April 1987

            

                
                    Article history
                
                    

            
                
                    Accepted:

                    13 September 1985

                

                
                    Published:

                    01 April 1987

                

        

        

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            B. Gryseels, A.M. Polderman,  The morbidity of schistosomiasis mansoni in Maniema (Zaire), Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Volume 81, Issue 2, March-April 1987, Pages 202–209, https://doi.org/10.1016/0035-9203(87)90215-X

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
This issue
RSTMH Journals
Infectious Diseases
Public Health and Epidemiology
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
This issue
RSTMH Journals
Infectious Diseases
Public Health and Epidemiology
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





                    Abstract

The morbidity of schistosomiasis mansoni was assessed in Makundju (population 547; prevalence 96%, mean egg load 791 epg) and Massimelo (pop. 363; prev. 19%, mean egg load 39 epg), 2 similar villages in the forest zone of Maniema, Zaire. The prevalences of other parasites including malaria (holoendemic) were comparable. “Intermittent diarrhoea” (mostly bloody) was a complaint of 55% and 3% of the populations, respectively, “intermittent abdominal pain” of 63% and 25%, and “fatigue” of 33% and 19%. Enlargement of the left liver lobe was present in 45% and 9% of the populations, right lobe hepatomegaly in 32% and 3%, splenomegaly in 29% and 9%. Hepatomegaly and splenomegaly in Makundju were often very impressive, and most frequent in the 6- to 18-year-old group. Anaemia (haematocrit⩽35%) was present in 30% and 9% of males and 36% and 21% of females. Mean length and weight were lower in Makundju for boys aged 11 to 18 years. Ergometric results (Åstrand cyclometer, male adults only) were comparably low in both villages (mean VO2max. 19·3 and 18·9). Analysis of the data according to egg load within the Makundju community revealed a significant relationship only in the following cases: (i) higher frequencies of diarrhoea, abdominal pain and fatigue in those excreting more than 200 epg compared with those excreting fewer; (ii) left lobe splenomegaly gradually increased with egg load in children under 18; in people over 40 it occurred at a higher frequency in those excreting more than 2000 epg than in those excreting fewer; (iii) right lobe hepatomegaly occurred at a higher frequency in those excreting more than 600 epg than in those excreting fewer in the age groups up to 40, and at a higher frequency in those excreting more than 2000 epg after that age. Congruent, but not statistically significant, observations were made for splenomegaly. It is concluded that schistosomiasis mansoni is a very important public health factor in highly endemic communities such as Makundju, and that inter-population studies may give more evidence of its morbidity than intra-population studies.
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