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�e World Health Organization (WHO) public health framework for healthly aging (WHO, 2015) suggests 
that older adults across the continuum of health can bene�t from interventions that address both health 
services and environments. Public health interventions using health services prevent chronic conditions, 
ensure early detection and control, reverse or slow decline, and allow people to manage advanced disease. 
Public health interventions focused on environments (including long-term care) promote capacity, remove 
barriers to participation, and allow individuals to compensate for loss of capacity. 

�e public health challenge is to design, assess, translate and implement programs that deliver interventions 
to older adults who span the continuum of ability and vulnerability. Given the focus on populations, these 
programs o�en involve collaboration with infrastructures including health departments, aging services 
providers, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Administration for Community 
Living/Administration on Aging, state units on aging, county human services, health systems, and national 
and international advocacy organizations. 

Innovation in Aging is interested in research that takes a population, program, and partner focus to address 
questions posed in the 2015 WHO report: “Which interventions work to foster healthy aging and in which 
population subgroups do they work? What is the appropriate timing and sequencing of these interventions?” 
To these, we add: What are the most common constellations of risk factors to target? How do interventions 
work and what e�ects do they have? Who are the optimal partners for such e�orts? How well do 
programmatic e�orts to enhance primary prevention address key aging challenges, such as falling, 
depression, social isolation, or preparation for the end of life? Finally, what kind of population-level bene�ts 
can we expect from integration of social and medical care in terms of health, functioning, and quality of life? 

We welcome papers that tackle these and related issues. To avoid duplicative topics and to enable us to 
develop a comprehensive issue, an abstract of 300 words or fewer describing the paper’s intent should be 
submitted electronically via ScholarOne. �e editorial team will identify abstracts of interest and selected 
authors will be invited to submit full manuscripts. Full manuscripts will be evaluated using Innovation in 
Aging’s usual peer-review process. Open Access waivers will be available for all articles published in this 
special issue.

Before submission, authors should carefully read Innovation in Aging’s Author Guidelines at 
oxford.ly/IA_ITAs. Manuscript formats include Original Research Articles, Original Reports, Latest 
Discoveries, and Scholarly Reviews. Manuscripts should be submitted electronically at 
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/innage according to the following timetable:
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