
Online licencing and access policy
OXFORD JOURNALS

What does my licence allow?
An institutional site licence must be agreed to (or signed in the case 
of consortia licences) when you purchase a subscription to any of 
the online journals from our collection, and before you can activate 
online access. Institutions may purchase online access to individual 
Oxford Journals titles for single site or multi-site access. Options to 
purchase our whole collection or a subject-based package are also 
available. Your licence outlines how and from where your library
users can access our online content. 

When and how do i sign the licence?
When you take out an online only or print & online subscription to 
one of our journals you will need to activate your online access via 
our website (consortia customers: please contact your relevant
regional representative). Your online access is managed under a 
single administration feature called My Account which requires
a username and password. You will be asked to approve the online 
licence form when you register for My Account.

What licences are available? 

1. Institutional site licence – title level 
The institutional site licence entitles authorized users at your
institution to 24-hour access to all Oxford Journals that your
institution currently subscribes to. Access is limited to a single site 
only. Site-wide access is via your institution’s secure network, but 
remote access can also be arranged for valid IP addresses accessing 
your network with a modem link, or via a proxy service. For more
information visit http://www.oxfordjournals.org/faq/for_librarians/
ip_registration.html. 

2. Consortia and multi-site licences 
Consortia sales agreements are individually negotiated by our
sales and account managers and these licences require a signature. 
Organizations with multiple sites may contact us for a quote to
extend access to their titles across additional sites. Please contact
us if you need a multi-site licence or wish to discuss options for 
consortia and collection purchasing. For more information please 
email library.sales@oxfordjournals.org or visit
www.oxfordjournals.org/collections. 

Which service providers can i use?  
Registering for access directly with Oxford Journals enables users 
to make full use of the features and functionality available from 
our HighWire platform. However, for your convenience, our online 
titles are also available through a selection of intermediaries/service 
providers such as: 

• EBSCO Electronic Journals Service (EJS) 
• SwetsWise 
• IngentaConnect 
• OCLC FirstSearch Electronic Collections Online 

There is no additional charge to the publisher’s subscription price. 
However, service providers may charge libraries for use of their
service. Please contact your preferred intermediary for further
details. For more information visit
www.oxfordjournals.org/librarians/features.html.

Oxford Journals, part of the world’s largest university press, now publishes well over 200 journals. Our collection includes some of the most
prestigious titles in their respective fields such as Nucleic Acids Research, Brain, and the British Journal of Criminology.
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PERPETUAL ACCESS 

What is perpetual access?  
Perpetual access is a term that is used within the library community 
to describe the ability to retain access to previously paid for electronic 
journals after the contractual agreement for these materials has 
passed in the same way as they would have previously retained print 
copies on library shelves for future years. For more information visit 
www.oxfordjournals.org/for_librarians/perpetual_access.html.

What is Oxford Journals’ position on perpetual access?
Currently Oxford Journals has made a commitment to enable our 
institutional subscribers to have perpetual access to journal content 
to which they subscribe or have previously subscribed.  Library users 
will continue to get access to the full text PDF for those volumes 
where a subscription was held and activated online. HTML full text 
is not available for lapsed subscriptions. 

If your subscription expires and at some later date you reinstate
your subscription, you will again have access to all content on the 
database from 1996 onwards. However, please note that previous
usage statistics will be lost.  Customers may obtain ongoing access to 
their subscription on the Oxford Journals website, or alternatively 
they should refer to their agent for information regarding access via 
their preferred gateway. 

However, should we no longer retain the rights to publish that 
content (for example, if a journal changes publisher) currently we 
cannot guarantee continued access to that journal but would make 
all reasonable efforts to negotiate such rights with the new publisher. 
This is a recognised problem across the industry and many
publishers are working to find a solution.  For more information 
please visit www.oxfordjournals.org/faq/for_librarians.

DIGITAL PRESERVATION 

What is digital preservation?   
While information traditionally available in print has been stored 
securely for thousands of years there is a fear that digital information 
is in danger of being lost within decades. Digital reservation can be 
seen as the set of processes and activities that ensure information 
which now exists in digital formats is backed up and distributed to 
ensure continued access for the long term.
Visit www.oxfordjournals/for_librarians/digital_preservation.html 
for more information. 

What digital preservation arrangements does Oxford Journals 
have to ensure content is available for the long-term? 
Oxford Journals has digital preservation arrangements with several 
initiatives including LOCKSS, CLOCKSS, and Portico. These
agreements mean that we will be preserving not only an exact copy 
of journal content, but also ensure the usability of the archived
content over time by migrating the files to future file formats. 

CONTACT US
If you have any queries regarding your online subscriptions, please 
contact your regional Customer Services team listed on our website: 
www.oxfordjournals.org/contact_us. 

Please note that the information included in this sheet is correct at 
the time of going to print (January 2011). Remember that for the 
most up-to-date information you should also check our website
www.oxfordjournals.org/help. 
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