
Information for Authors 

The mission of Toxicological Sciences, the official journal of the Society of 

Toxicology, is to publish premier peer-reviewed, hypothesis-driven, original research 

in all areas of toxicology 

Toxicological Sciences ScholarOne Manuscripts facilitates convenient uploading of 

original and revised manuscripts, as well as online reviewing and intercommunication 

between authors, editors, and reviewers. ToxSci S1MSS is located 

at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/toxsci. 

About the Journal 

The mission of Toxicological Sciences is to publish the most influential research in 

the field of toxicology. The primary focus is on original and hypothesis-driven 

research articles. The journal also provides expert insight via contemporary reviews, 

as well as forum articles and editorials that address important topics in the field. 

The scope of Toxicological Sciences is inclusive to attract significant contributions to 

toxicological research (from molecular mechanisms of toxic effects to safety 

evaluation and risk assessment), encompassing all technologies used in toxicology 

(from mass spectrometry and molecular biology to tissue culture, histopathology, and 

whole-animal studies). The editors encourage integrative approaches that combine 

exposure scenarios entailing multipathway exposures with multiple effects. 

Examples of the focus of research articles published include: 

 Structural, functional, biochemical, and molecular effects of toxic agents 

 Studies that address mechanisms of toxicity 

 Relevant translational data for human health assessment 

 Statistical or mechanism-based approaches to risk assessment 

 Novel methods or approaches to studying toxicology 

 



Types of Articles Published: 

 Original Research Articles 

 Contemporary Reviews 

 Forum Articles on Policy or Research Issues 

 Letters to the Editor 

 Editorials 

 Look Inside ToxSci (highlights from the current issue) 

  

Policies and General Guidelines 

Please review the journal’s Policies and General Guidelines, including: Conflicts of 

Interest, Peer Review, Public Access, Crossref Funding Data Registry, Research 

Involving Animals, Research Involving Human Subjects, and Manuscript Submission. 

Manuscripts previously posted to a preprint server for comment are welcome. 

 

Submissions 

Toxicological Sciences uses ScholarOne Manuscripts for online submission, located 

at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/toxsci. This system facilitates convenient 

uploading of original and revised manuscripts, as well as online reviewing and 

communication among authors, editors, and reviewers. 

Research Articles. For complete preparation and submission instructions, 

see Information for Authors on the ToxSci home page. 

Contemporary Reviews. Toxicological Sciences publishes Contemporary Reviews 

(3,500 word limit), which provide expert analysis of important and emerging areas in 

the field of toxicology. All Contemporary Reviews require prior approval by the 

editor. A Contemporary Review Proposal "Manuscript Type" is available on the 

manuscript submission site for authors to propose a review on a particular topic. You 

will be asked to provide the basics of Title, Abstract, Keywords, Authors, etc., as well 

as:  



 A compelling explanation of the need and timeliness of the Contemporary Review (<500 words).  

 An estimated Submission Date.  

 A list of 10-15 key references from within the last 3-5 years. 

Contemporary Reviews will be made freely available to all readers; however, authors 

are responsible for printed color figure charges (figures are published in color online 

at no charge). 

Forum. The Forum section includes discussions and commentaries providing an 

interface between toxicology and public policy. Commentaries should briefly discuss 

a sharply focused topic of recent relevant policy decisions or experimental research. 

These manuscripts must also provide a critical and balanced view of the issue or 

research area. It is expected that timely meetings and workshops will result in topics 

suitable for Forum articles. However, Toxicological Sciences does not publish 

meeting reports per se. Forum articles must be about the topic of interest in the field 

and not a particular meeting. Authors are encouraged to submit a Forum 

Proposal "Manuscript Type" via the manuscript submission site prior to manuscript 

submission. Forum articles are limited to 5,000 words. The use of supplementary data 

is encouraged to keep the printed version of the manuscript within the recommended 

limits. 

 

Letters to the Editor. Letters to the Editor regarding published articles should be 

submitted within 2 months of mailing of the printed journal. Letters should have a 

descriptive title and must not exceed 1000 words, including references. References 

may be published as Supplementary Data at the journal’s discretion. Letters submitted 

outside these parameters will be returned with a revision request to conform to these 

requirements. Letters will be peer-reviewed for factual accuracy and originality. 

Unsubstantiated claims or opinions will not be permitted. Each accepted letter will be 

sent to the author(s) of the original paper so that any reply may be published 

simultaneously with the first letter. Final publication of either letter is at the discretion 

of the Editor. 



Supplementary Data. Supplementary Data is supporting material that cannot be 

included in the printed version for reasons of space and that is not essential for 

inclusion in the full text of the manuscript but would nevertheless benefit the reader. It 

should not be essential to understanding the conclusions of the manuscript but should 

contain data that is additional or complementary and directly relevant to the 

manuscript content. For more detailed information, please see Supplementary Data 

Guidelines. 

 

Dryad Digital Repository. Authors are encouraged to make original or raw data, 

images, and/or code available to the general scientific public as part of their 

publication by posting to the Dryad Digital Repository prior to manuscript 

acceptance.  The DOI number assigned to the data should be included in the Results 

section of the manuscript. 

 

See Information for Authors for complete manuscript preparation and submission 

information. 

 

Contact the Editorial Office (302-326-9313) with any specific questions. 

  

Peer Review 

Toxicological Sciences utilizes a single-blind peer review process in which the 

identities of the reviewers are concealed from the author(s) as well as each other.  For 

more information about peer review, see Policies and General Guidelines. 

 

Advance Access 

Accepted manuscripts are initially published ahead of print in their "Accepted 

Manuscript" form as soon as possible post-acceptance, generally within one week. 

More information, including how to cite Advance Access papers, can be found on 

the Advance Access page. 
 

 



Impact Factor and Evaluating Journal Quality 
 

Abstracting and Indexing 

The journal is covered by the following services: 

Abstracts in Anthropology 

Abstracts on Hygiene and Communicable Diseases 

Agbiotech News and Information 

Animal Breeding Abstracts 

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts 

Biological Abstracts 

BIOSIS Previews 

CAB Abstracts 

Chemical Abstracts 

Chemical Safety Newsbase 

Current Contents® /Life Sciences 

Dairy Science Abstracts 

Derwent Drug File 

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 

Elsevier BIOBASE - Current Awareness in Biological Sciences (CABS) 

EMBASE 

Environment Index 

Environmental Science and Pollution Management 

Excerpta Medica Abstract Journals 

Forest Products Abstracts 

Forestry Abstracts 

Global Health 

Health & Safety Science Abstracts 

Helminthology Abstracts 

Horticultural Abstracts 

Index Veterinarius 

Journal Citation Reports /Science Edition 



Laboratory Hazards Bulletin 

Maize Abstracts Online 

Nematological Abstracts 

Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews 

Nutrition Research Newsletter 

Pharmacoeconomics and Outcome News 

Pig News & Information 

Plant Breeding Abstracts 

Pollution Abstracts 

Post Harvest News and Information 

Reactions Weekly 

Review of Agricultural Entomology 

Review of Aromatic and Medicinal Plants 

Review of Medical and Veterinary Mycology 

Review of Plant Pathology 

Science Citation Index Expanded (SciSearch®) 

Science Citation Index 

Soybean Abstracts 

Sugar Industry Abstracts 

The Standard Periodical Directory 

Toxicology Abstracts 

Tropical Diseases Bulletin 

Veterinary Bulletin 

Water Resources Abstracts 

Weed Abstracts 

Wildlife Review 

World Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Abstracts 



 

POLICIES AND GENERAL GUIDELINES 

Manuscripts submitted for publication consideration should describe studies that are 

hypothesis driven and relevant to toxicology. Completeness usually requires that 

dose-response relationships be examined, and authors are encouraged to include in 

their manuscripts the rationale for dose selection for chemicals that are the focus of 

their studies. Manuscripts that primarily describe new methods, either experimental or 

theoretical, should provide examples of their use. Manuscripts describing the results 

of microarray analyses are expected to verify transcriptional changes deemed to be 

important by the authors with additional methods. 

Safety evaluation studies of chemicals and drugs may be published if the work is 

considered complete and the conclusions are unequivocal. The toxicity profile of a 

given chemical should be summarized in a single manuscript. Information regarding 

the toxicity of a chemical must include: (1) the structure and/or chemical name along 

with chemical class or pharmacological target; (2) documentation of exposure; (3) a 

discussion of the relevance of the toxicity findings for human safety evaluation and 

(4) reflection of a major finding rather than the outlining of the nature of the study 

(i.e. 28-day oral toxicity study). Results presented in the manuscript should focus on 

the major target organ(s) affected. Other study results must be submitted as 

Supplementary Data, if included. Studies that fail to elicit a toxic response (negative 

studies) may be acceptable if the results represent important new scientific 

information. Authors may also want to consider other outlets for negative data such as 

Dryad Digital Repository and F1000. 

Providing access to original or raw data, images, or code is a time-consuming process. 

On rare occasions the editorial staff may request this information and authors are 

expected to provide it to the editorial office upon request. Authors are also encouraged 

to make this information available to the general scientific public as part of their 

publication by posting to the Dryad Digital Repository (http://datadryad.org) prior to 

manuscript acceptance. The DOI number assigned to the data should be included in 

the Results section of the manuscript. 



 

Conflicts of Interest 

 

Toxicological Sciences ascribes in principle to the Conflicts of Interest policy 

recommended by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). 

The complete document appears at http://www.icmje.org/index.html#conflict. 

Toxicological Sciences guidelines are as follows: 

When manuscripts are submitted for consideration for publication in Toxicological 

Sciences, authors must indicate all sources of funding for the submitted work along 

with any potential financial or other interests that may be perceived to bias the 

research. This includes departmental, governmental, public interest, or institutional 

funds. All sponsors must be identified, even if their support is indirect. Authors are 

not required to state the monetary value of their financial interests. 

In addition to financial relationships that may constitute a conflict of interest, factors 

such as an author/reviewer’s (or family member’s) professional collaboration or 

competition, consultancies, and affiliations with related industries special interest 

groups may constitute conflicts of interest that can affect the credibility of both the 

submitted manuscript and the peer review process. As can, for example, the 

author/reviewer (or family member) being employed by company X who owns the 

patent on the compound that appears in the manuscript. If a conflict of interest is 

noted by an author, this information will appear as a brief acknowledgement in the 

final printed article. Participants in the peer review process must also disclose any 

conflicting interest to the Editor, and such can serve as the basis for a selected 

reviewer to decline to participate in the review process. 

Peer Review 

Peer review is valuable both as a critique and a collaboration to improve the quality of 

each manuscript, and in maintaining the integrity of the scientific record. All 

manuscripts submitted to ToxSci are initially evaluated by the Editor and only those 



submissions that meet the scientific and language standards of the journal, fit within 

the aims and scope of the journal, and are correctly formatted in accordance with 

the Manuscript Preparation Guidelines will be circulated for further review. 

Toxicological Sciences utilizes a single-blind peer review process in which the 

identities of the reviewers are concealed from the author(s) as well as from each 

other.  In addition to the Editor, manuscripts are sent to Associate Editors who 

evaluate them and coordinate review by 2-3 referees. Once a reviewer accepts the 

opportunity to review a manuscript, the reviewer is requested to submit their review 

within 2 weeks and an editorial decision is generally reached within the following 

week. 

The Editor and Editorial Board members often submit their own manuscripts for 

publication consideration. In these situations, peer review is managed by other 

members of the Board and the author has no access to or involvement in the review 

and decision-making process. 

Public Access 

The NIH public access guidelines request that authors of all publications resulting 

from NIH sponsored research deposit the final accepted version of their manuscripts 

in PubMed Central within 12 months of the date they are accepted for publication. 

The policy is described in detail at:http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-

files/NOT-OD-05-022.html. 

Details of all funding sources for the work in question should be given in a separate 

manuscript section entitled Funding. This should appear before the 

Acknowledgements section. The following rules should be followed: the full official 

funding agency name should be given, i.e. National Institutes of Health, not NIH; 

grant numbers should be given in brackets; multiple grant numbers should be 

separated by a comma; agencies should be separated by a semi-colon; no extra 

wording such as, "Funding for this work was provided by ..." should be used; where 

individuals need to be specified for certain sources of funding the following text 

should be added after the relevant agency or grant number to [author initials]. An 



example is given here: National Institutes of Health (AG123456 to C.S., etc.); 

Funding Agency (hfygr667789).  

 

Presently, Toxicological Sciences grants free public access to all articles published in 

the journal 12 months after printed publication. We understand that authors will want 

to comply voluntarily with the NIH policy, and therefore, we will grant permission to 

all authors to deposit their accepted manuscripts in PubMed Central. 

For compliance with public access guidelines, authors are permitted to transmit their 

manuscripts to PubMed Central after receipt of the URL providing online access to 

the final version of the accepted paper. Upon submission, authors will specify when 

their final manuscript will be publicly accessible through PubMed Central. For 

consistency with current policies of Toxicological Sciences that grant free public 

access to all articles published in the journal 12 months after printed publication, 

authors should indicate that the paper will be publicly accessible after 12 months. 

Submission instructions for authors can be found at: http://nihms.nih.gov/. Additional 

information regarding the implementation of the NIH public access policy and the 

ability to specify when an article is available is at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 

Oxford Journals will deposit all NIH-funded articles in PubMed Central. See 

http://www.oxfordjournals.org/for_authors/repositories.html for details. Authors must 

ensure that manuscripts are clearly indicated as NIH-funded using the guidelines 

above.  

Crossref Funding Data Registry 

In order to meet funding requirements authors are required to name their funding 

sources, or state if there are none, during the submission process. Further information 

regarding the CHORUS initiative is available 

at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/en/oxford-open/funder-policies/chorus.html. 

Research Involving Animals 



When studies involve the use of experimental animals, manuscripts should briefly 

describe the procedures employed for animal care and handling. Animal photographs 

and photo-realistic drawings are discouraged. Acceptability of all figures is at the 

Editor’s discretion. Experiments that require the use of animals must be conducted in 

accordance with the Guiding Principles in the Use of Animals in Toxicology, which 

were adopted by the Society of Toxicology in 1989. A statement of these principles is 

available on the SOT website 

at http://www.toxicology.org/ai/FA/SOT_PositionState.pdf. 

Research Involving Human Subjects 

Toxicological Sciences will consider manuscripts presenting data obtained from 

research involving human subjects (http://www.cdc.gov/OD/ads/hsrdocs.htm). 

Research on human subjects must be approved by an appropriate Institutional Review 

Board (IRB) and comply with all relevant national, state and local regulations. For 

research conducted outside federal regulations, authors must provide documentation 

that the research was conducted according to the principles of the Declaration of 

Helsinki http://www.wma.net/e/policy/b3.htm. A statement describing IRB approval, 

consent procedures and that all human participants gave written informed consent 

must appear at the beginning of the Methods section; the editor may request to see 

such documentation. 

In addition, authors will be asked to indicate and certify that they have complied with 

all appropriate government regulations when the manuscript is submitted for review 

and confirm their understanding that the editor will rely on all of the disclosures called 

for under this policy in determining whether to accept the manuscript. No manuscript 

will be considered for review and publication without this certification from the 

authors. If accepted, the published paper will include a footnote stating that the 

authors certified that the work in human subjects was compliant with all relevant 

regulations or the Declaration of Helsinki, as appropriate. 



 

Manuscript Submission 

All works submitted to Toxicological Sciences are subject to peer review, a process 

that is the responsibility of the Editors. The authors agree that, if the work is accepted 

for publication, they will grant an exclusive license to publish to the Society of 

Toxicology, including the right of reproduction in all forms and media, whether now 

known or hereafter developed, and the right to include the article in collections and 

databases. 

 

When a manuscript is submitted, authors will be asked to confirm that: (1) all authors 

have made a significant contribution to the manuscript, have read and approved the 

version submitted, and share responsibility for it; (2) no portion of the work has been 

published or accepted for publication in any other journal; (3) the work will not be 

submitted to another journal while under consideration by Toxicological Sciences; (4) 

the work is not duplicative, neither in the experiment conducted nor the text submitted 

(ToxSci utilizes duplication detection software); and (5) any potential conflict of 

interest has been disclosed to the Editor. Any allegations of ethical misconduct 

regarding possible violations of these requirements will be investigated by the 

Editorial Office. Failure to conform to these ethical guidelines may result in the 

manuscript being withdrawn from consideration by the journal and possible 

suspension or revocation of an author’s privilege to publish in the journal. 

 

The author(s) of each article appearing in this journal is (are) solely responsible for 

the content thereof; the publication of an article shall not constitute or be deemed to 

constitute any representation by the Editors, the Society of Toxicology, or its Boards 

that the data presented therein are correct or are sufficient to support the conclusions 

reached or that the experiment design or methodology is adequate. 



 

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION GUIDELINES 

Manuscripts are to be submitted to Toxicological Sciences through Toxicological 

Sciences ScholarOne Manuscripts (S1MSS) located 

at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/toxsci. 

 

Please read the Journal Policies and General Guidelines, including those governing 

Conflicts of Interest. All authors will be required to disclose any potential conflicts 

within each manuscript submission. 

 

Cover letter (not required). A cover letter may be pasted into the Cover Letter field or 

uploaded to Screen 1 as a text file. 

 

Style, order, and formatting guidelines.  All submissions follow the style, order, 

formatting, and figure composition guidelines described below for Original Research 

Articles.  Manuscripts not meeting these requirements will be returned to the authors 

for correction prior to beginning the peer review process. 

 

Contemporary Review additional preparation details: 

Title. Titles should be relatively brief (fewer than 12 words) and emphasize the 

importance of the topic to the field of toxicology. 

Authors. No more than 4 authors are permitted except with prior approval by the 

editor. Each author must make substantial contributions and take responsibility for 

all content. 

Abstract (150-250 words). The abstract should explain why the review topic is 

important to the field of toxicology, highlight the major recent findings in the field, 

and provide suggestions for future research. 

Text (<3,500 words). The body of the manuscript should be prepared in a way that a 

non-specialist can understand the importance of the topic. An example target 

audience would be doctoral students in toxicology, environmental health, or 



biochemistry. The literature should be reviewed and synthesized to emphasize the 

key findings and the emerging trends. Authors should provide a balanced 

examination of the subject matter and reserve opinions to the Future Directions 

section. 

Future Directions (<500 words of the 3,500 total). Authors should be experts in the 

topic area and as such it is appropriate and encouraged for the author(s) to provide 

her or his opinion on the topic in this section. 

Figures, illustrations, and tables. Authors are expected to provide 2-4 summary 

figures, diagrams, or tables to help convey the key messages in the manuscript. 

Text boxes can be used to highlight important aspects of the topic. 

References (~75). Contemporary Reviews are not meant to be exhaustive. 

References should be focused on more recent literature, such that a substantial 

portion of the references come from the past 5 years. 

  

Original Research Article Preparation 

 

Manuscript Text File 

 

Style. All manuscripts must be double-spaced (including references) with 1 inch 

margins on all sides. Prepare text documents as .docx or .rtf files, using 12 point 

Times New Roman or Arial font. Make sure all tracked-changes and comments are 

removed from the final document. Tables should be created within the main text file. 

Do not embed figures in the text. 

 

Text File order: (1) Title Page; (2) Abstract and Keywords; (3) Introduction; (4) 

Materials and Methods; (5) Results; (6) Discussion; (7) Supplementary Data 

description (if applicable); (8) Funding Information; (9) Acknowledgments; (10) 

References; (11) Footnotes; (12) Figure Legends; and (13) Tables. Figures will be 

submitted as individual files. 

 



(1) Title Page. Page 1 should contain the article title, 

the names and affiliations (include city, state, postal code and e-mail address) of all 

authors, and the name and express delivery address (include street or building name) 

of the corresponding author, along with e-mail address and telephone and fax 

numbers. Affiliation callout symbols order is: *, †, ‡, §, ¶, ||, lll, llll, #, **, ††. If there 

are any more, then lowercase superscript letters are used. The title page should also 

contain a running title (not to exceed 40 characters). The article title should be 

comprehensive and descriptive; proprietary names must not be used in titles, but may 

be identified at first appearance in the text. 

 

(2) Abstract. Page 2 should contain an abstract, limited to 250 words, containing a 

concise summary of what was done, the results obtained, and valid conclusions drawn 

therefrom. It must mention the compounds or families of compounds studied, their 

actions, and the species of animals used in the research. It must not contain 

proprietary names or reference citations. The abstract should be followed by a list of 3 

to 6 key words. Subsequent pages should contain the following sections: 

 

(3) Introduction. State why the investigation was carried out, note any relevant 

published work, and delineate the objective of the investigation. The significance of 

this work and its contribution to the area of study should be stated. The Introduction 

should not exceed 750 words. 

 

(4) Materials and Methods. New methods or significant improvements of methods or 

changes in old methods should be described. Methods for which adequate reference 

can be cited are not to be described. In the Materials and Methods section, authors 

should draw attention to any particular chemical or biological hazards that may be 

involved in carrying out the experiments described. Any relevant safety precautions 

should be described; if an accepted code of practice has been followed, a reference to 

the relevant standards should be given. 

(5) Results. Duplication between the text of this section and material presented in 

tables and figures should be avoided. Tabular presentation of masses of negative data 



must be avoided and replaced with a statement in the text whenever possible. The 

statement must include (a) what was done, (b) how it was done, (c) how the data were 

analyzed, (d) a measure of variability, and (e) the significance of the result. If 

applicable, include a link to Dryad data as follows: 

Data available from the Dryad Digital Repository: http://dx.doi.org/XXXX 

(6) Discussion. This section must relate the significance of the work to existing 

knowledge in the field and indicate the importance of the contribution of this study. 

Needless detailed recapitulation of the results should be avoided. Unsupported 

hypotheses and speculation should be omitted. The Discussion should not exceed 

1500 words. 

(7) Supplementary Data Description (if applicable). This section should contain a 

brief description of any supplementary data to be published online with your article. 

The description will appear in print after the main body of the article. 

Supplementary Data 

Supplementary Data is material that cannot be included in the printed version for 

reasons of space and that is not essential for inclusion in the full text of the 

manuscript but would nevertheless benefit the reader. It should not be essential to 

understanding the conclusions of the paper but should contain data that is additional 

or complementary and directly relevant to the article content.  Large data sets and 

figures, etc. should be deposited to Dryad Digital Repository instead. 

Supplementary data will be made available by the publisher as online-only content 

linked to the online manuscript. Such information includes more detailed methods, 

extended data sets/data analysis, tables, or additional figures. In addition, other 

material, including video clips and sound files, that enhance or extend the context 

of the paper beyond that which can appear in print are welcome. 

Supplementary data files must be supplied with the original submission of a 

manuscript and will be subject to the same editorial standards and peer review 



process as the printed article. The information should be submitted in separate files 

and clearly designated as "Supplementary." Also ensure that the supplementary 

data is referred to in the main manuscript at an appropriate point in the text. 

Supplementary data will not be copyedited, so it is important that the data are 

clearly and succinctly presented, and that the style of terms reflect the style used 

throughout the manuscript. The authors should ensure that the presentation will 

work on any Internet browser. 

Acceptable formats for Supplementary Data  

Files for supplementary data should be clearly marked as such and be accompanied 

by a summary of the file names and types. A maximum of 5 files is acceptable to 

make up the supplementary data unit for an article. The maximum size per file 

should not exceed 2 MB (although text files should be a great deal smaller), and 

files should be as small as possible, so that they can be downloaded quickly. An 

HTML index page is created to link the supplementary data file(s) to the article. 

Please provide short (2-4 word) titles for each individual file--these will be used to 

create links to the files from the index page. 

Use a common cross-platform (PC, Mac, Linux/UNIX, etc.) format for 

supplementary data to allow the greatest access for readers.  Specifically, Portable 

Document Format (.pdf), Microsoft Word (.docx), HTML (.html), or Rich Text 

Format (.rtf) for text, Microsoft Excel (.xlsx) or CSV (.csv) for spreadsheet files, 

and MPEG Movie (.mpg), QuickTime Video (.mov), or Microsoft AVI Video (.avi) 

for video clips. 

If you require further help or information regarding submission or preparation of 

supplementary data, please contact the Managing Editor 

at toxsci@toxicology.org or the Production Editor at toxsci@oup.com. 

 

(8) Funding information. Details of all funding sources for the work described should 

be included in a separate section entitled Funding. This should appear before the 

Acknowledgements section in the following manner:  

 The sentence should begin: ‘This work was supported by …’ 



 The full official funding agency name should be given, i.e. ‘the National Cancer Institute 

at the National Institutes of Health’ or simply 'National Institutes of Health' not ‘NCI' (one of the 

27 subinstitutions) or 'NCI at NIH’ (full RIN-approved list of UK funding agencies) Grant 

numbers should be given in brackets as follows: ‘[grant number xxxx]’ 

 Grant numbers should be complete and accurate and provided in brackets as follows: 

‘[grant number ABX CDXXXXXX]’ 

 Multiple grant numbers should be separated by a comma as follows: ‘[grant numbers 

ABX CDXXXXXX, EFX GHXXXXXX]’ 

 Agencies should be separated by a semi-colon (plus ‘and’ before the last funding agency) 

 Where individuals need to be specified for certain sources of funding the following text 

should be added after the relevant agency or grant number 'to [author initials]'. 

An example is given here: ‘This work was supported by the National Institutes of 

Health [P50 CA098252 and CA118790 to R.B.S.R.] and the Alcohol & Education 

Research Council [HFY GR667789]. 

Oxford Journals will deposit all NIH-funded articles in PubMed Central. Authors 

must ensure that manuscripts are clearly indicated as NIH-funded using the guidelines 

in the following link. 

Seehttp://www.oxfordjournals.org/for_authors/repositories.html for details.  

 

Crossref Funding Data Registry. In order to meet your funding requirements authors 

are required to name their funding sources, or state if there are none, during the 

submission process. 

(9) Acknowledgements. All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship 

should be listed in an Acknowledgements section. Examples of those who might be 

acknowledged include a person who provided purely technical help, or a department 

chair that provided only general support. 

(10) References. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of their references. The 

references should be cited in the text by author name with the year of publication in 



parentheses using the following format: (Able and Baker, 2000) or Able and Baker 

(2000). The order for multiple citations within parentheses in the text should be 

alphabetical. When there are more than two authors for a reference, use the first 

author's name followed by et al. in the citation. References are limited to 60 

references and should be listed alphabetically and typed double-spaced at the end of 

the paper with all authors included. All papers cited in the text must be listed in the 

reference list and vice versa.  

 

For references with more than 10 authors, please list the first 10 authors followed 

by et al. 

For works by the same author(s) in the same year, order the works alphabetically in 

the reference list by title and append a lowercase a, b, c, etc. to the year of publication. 

Journal titles should be abbreviated according to the latest edition of Chemical 

Abstracts Service Source Index or Index Medicus; each abbreviated title should be 

followed by volume number in boldface type. Note the following styles for 

references: 

Research article  

Karanth, S., and Pope, C. (2000). Carboxylesterase and A-esterase activities during 

maturation and aging: Relationship to the toxicity of chlorpyrifos and parathion in 

rats. Toxicol. Sci. 58, 282-289. 

Book chapter  

Frank, A. A., Blythe, L. L., and Spencer, P. S. (2000). Aspects of veterinary 

toxicology. In Experimental and Clinical Neurotoxicology (P. S. Spencer, H. S. 

Schaumberg, and A. C. Ludolph, Eds.), 2nd ed., pp. 83-105. Oxford University 

Press, New York, NY. 

Abstract  

Yee, S. B., Ganey, P. E., and Roth, R. A. (1998). Temporal relationships in the 

augmentation of monocrotoline hepatotoxicity by bacterial endotoxin. Toxicol. 

Sci. 42(Suppl.), 366 (Abstract). 

Advance Access  

Gilad, Y. and Lancet, D. 2003. Population Differences in the Human Functional 



Olfactory Repertoire Mol. Biol. Evol. 20, 307-314. Advance Access published 

March 5, 2003. doi:10.1093/molbev/msg013. 

 

Please follow the AMA Manual of Style for citations that are not listed above.  

 

Only published material or material accepted for publication should be listed in the 

references; personal communications, unpublished data, manuscripts in preparation, 

etc., should be incorporated into the text in parentheses.  

 

If using EndNote to facilitate referencing citations, a Toxicological Sciences reference 

style is available for use. Please note this is not required for submission. 

 

(11) Footnotes. Footnotes should be kept to a minimum and identified in the text by 

superscript Arabic numerals and cited consecutively throughout the paper. All 

footnotes should be listed in order and typed double-spaced on a separate sheet. 

Proprietary names of substances and names and locations of suppliers should not be 

identified in footnotes; rather, put this information inside parentheses within the 

Materials and Methods section. If the paper has been presented orally in whole or in 

part, the date and occasion should be included in an unnumbered footnote. 

 

(12) Figure Legends. Please ensure that the text is an accurate description of both the 

online color and the printed grayscale versions of each figure. 

 

(13) Tables. Tables should be prepared in a word-processing program and included in 

the main manuscript .doc or .rtf file, double-spaced on a separate page with the title 

directly above the table. To copy tables from Microsoft Excel into Microsoft Word, 

copy the table in Excel, open Word and then select the "Paste Special" option from the 

"Edit" toolbar and paste as "Formatted Text (RTF)." Do not use abbreviations in the 

title. The title and footnotes must contain all the information necessary to understand 

and interpret the table without reference to the text. Number tables consecutively with 

arabic numerals. Information applicable to the title or to full columns or rows may be 



placed in a general Note. Other footnotes should be identified by superscript 

lowercase italic letters and placed below the table, after the general Note (if any). 

Letters should be assigned to table footnotes alphabetically in order of appearance as 

the table is read horizontally. Tables should be placed after the figure legends at the 

end of the manuscript. All tables must be cited in the text. 

 

Figures 

Presentation. Figures should be numbered consecutively with arabic numerals. All 

legends should be included in the main document and should define all symbols and 

abbreviations used in each figure; each figure should also be cited within the text 

itself. All figures should be planned to fit within the proportions of the printed page (7 

1/8 in. wide x 9 in. deep); wherever possible, they should be submitted in their desired 

final size, and need to be at least the width of a single column of text (3.5 in). 

Lettering on the original figure should be professional quality or generated by high-

resolution computer graphics and should be large enough (10-12 points) to be legible 

after reduction of the figure to single-column width. Differences in type size within a 

single figure should be no more than approximately 15%, and freehand, penciled, or 

typewritten lettering is not acceptable. 

 

Symbols used to identify points within a graph should be large enough to be easily 

distinguishable after reduction. Please note that in line drawings, faint shading and 

stippling will be lost upon reproduction and should therefore be avoided. Multipart 

figures should have the parts labeled with letters (A, B, C, etc.) and should be 

combined onto one page. Include the figure number within the file name but not as 

part of the image. No artwork, redrawing, or typesetting changes can be made to 

submitted figures, so it is extremely important that all elements of a figure be correct 

at submission. If opting for the Flexible Online Color option (see below), please 

ensure that figure legends indicate that the color image is available in the online 

version of the article, and that the text is an accurate description of both the black and 

white and color versions of the figure. 



Creation and format. Figures should be created as Encapsulated Postscript (.eps) or 

Tagged Image Format (.tif) files at resolutions of 300 dpi (dots per square inch) for 

photographic, color images and grayscale images or 600 dpi for black and white line 

drawings (such a black and white only graphs). Use CMYK colors only. PowerPoint 

may also be used for graphs created in PowerPoint only. Electron micrographs should 

be no larger than 6.5 x 4.5 in, and magnification should be indicated by a bar on the 

micrograph. Please use high-resolution original sources, such as scanned original 

artwork or original image files, to create your .tif or .eps figures, with fonts 

embedded. For EPS submissions, please use the following fonts only: Arial, Courier, 

Times New Roman, Helvetica, and Symbol. 

 

Even when saved as .tif or .eps files, graphics downloaded or saved from Web pages 

(and other low-resolution materials) will not meet print quality standards and are 

therefore unacceptable for figure creation. Blurry, illegible, or other low-quality 

figures will be returned to you for recreation and may delay publication of your paper. 

We recommend that you produce your figures with high-quality graphics software, 

such as Adobe Photoshop, to help ensure appropriate resolution and workability. For 

instructions on how to use Photoshop and other supported graphics software to 

prepare figures, please visit http://cpc.cadmus.com/da/applications.asp. If the software 

available to you cannot generate .tif or .eps files, you may wish to print a high-quality 

copy of the figure, scan it, and then save it as a .tif. For instructions on scanning, 

please visithttp://cpc.cadmus.com/da/scanning.asp. 

When loading figure files to the submission site, please enter the figure numbers as 

included in your text (i.e. Figure 1 or Fig. 1) in BOTH the File Tags field and the 

Caption/Legend field, prior to the caption/legend text. 

 

Content. Animal photographs and photo-realistic drawings are discouraged. 

Acceptability of all figures is at the Editor’s discretion.  

 



For useful information on preparing your figures for publication, go 

to http://cpc.cadmus.com/da. 

Color Figures. For manuscripts accepted for publication, all color figures will be 

published in color online at no cost. Authors may choose to publish figures in color in 

the print journal for $600 per figure.  Otherwise, color figures will be converted to 

black and white images for the print journal, for which there is no cost. Authors will 

be contacted via e-mail after your article is accepted for publication to confirm your 

preferences and to approve any costs incurred for printing color figures. For color 

figures published in the printed journal, you will be issued an invoice at the time of 

publication. If you wish to publish color figures in the printed journal but are not able 

to cover the cost of color figures, please contact the Editor. 

To ensure that your color resolutions and space requirements meet the journal's 

standards, please visit http://cpc.cadmus.com/da/guidelines.asp#rez. 

 

Terminology. Index terms suitable for use in the subject index may be submitted on a 

separate page. The list should include chemical name, generic name, and common 

name and may include the proprietary name of each important substance used in 

experiments. It should also include biological activity of each substance investigated. 

Terms should elucidate important relationships. 

 

Nanomaterials. Studies on nanoparticle toxicity or fate are of considerable interest in 

toxicology and are highly relevant to the readership of the journal. However, it is 

essential that manuscripts summarizing the actions, fate or toxicity of nanomaterials 

provide information on the physicochemical characteristics of the nanoparticle-types 

under study in order to allow adequate assessment of the work along with integration 

of new data with previous research. 

Minimum Characterization:  

 

1) Manuscripts must provide details on the nanoparticle synthesis methods and/or 

preparation including post-synthetic modifications/functionalization. Nanomaterials 

purchased from manufacturers need to be verified by investigators.  



2) Characterization of the nanomaterials must include morphology, size and size 

distribution in both a 'dry' state for primary size and under exposure conditions (ie. 

'wet' state after suspension in the relevant media being utilized), elemental 

composition including any impurities/trace elements such as residual catalyst amount 

from carbon nanotubes or oxidation content in the case of metal oxides and any 

surface coatings. (See Toxicological Sciences 101(2), 239–253 (2008).) 

3) Additional physicochemical information that may be used to justify the mechanism 

of toxicity can include nanoparticle-specific properties such as crystal 

structure/crystallinity, surface area (dry state), dissolution propensity, surface 

reactivity. (See Toxicological Sciences 101(2), 183–185 (2008).) 

4) Dosing parameters should be adequately described including in vitro dosing 

conditions such as cell seeding density, length of exposure, relevance of cell types 

utilized or animal protocols to translate to human risk assessment. Most importantly, 

nanomaterial dosing should be expressed in nanomaterial surface area per volume and 

number of particles per volume as well as nanomaterial mass per volume relative to 

the characterization information gathered for that sample. This is an important factor 

when correlating observed biological effects with nanomaterial properties. 

5) In studies where uptake is hypothesized to be linked to toxicity, visual and 

quantifiable confirmation of uptake of the nanomaterials should be included. This can 

include TEM, AAS, ICP, etc. as well as labeling strategies to further elucidate 

translocation and interactions with both in vivo and in vitro models to certain organs, 

tissues, cells or subcellular organelles depending upon the route of exposure or cell 

culture conditions. (See Nature Protocols 5(4), 744-757 (2010).) 

6) It is important to discuss the linkage between particle characterization and 

toxicological effects. 

Data from microarrays and high-throughput sequencing technologies. This includes 

gene expression profiling by microarray or next-generation sequencing, non-coding 

RNA profiling by microarray or next-generation sequencing, chromatin 

immunoprecipitation (ChIP) profiling by microarray or next-generation sequencing, 



genome methylation profiling by microarray or next-generation sequencing, genome 

variation profiling by array (arrayCGH), single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) 

arrays, Serial Analysis of Gene Expression (SAGE), and protein arrays. For examples 

of this type of data, see: Gene Expression Omnibus (GEO) website,http://www.ncbi 

.nlm.nih.gov/projects/geo/. The entire set of such supporting data must be deposited in 

the appropriate public database (e.g., GEO, ArrayExpress, or CIBEX) and the 

accession number(s) must be included in the manuscript when the manuscript is 

submitted. The data must be released to the public no later than the publication (online 

posting) date of the accepted manuscript. Authors are required to submit this type of 

data (or the appropriate accession number) with their original submission so that 

reviewers can examine them along with the manuscript. The accession number(s) 

should be listed in the Materials and Methods section. 

 

The URLs of the databases where this type of data can be deposited are as follows: 

Gene Expression Omnibus (GEO), http://www.ncbi 

.nlm.nih.gov/projects/geo/;ArrayExpress, http://www.ebi.ac .uk/arrayexpress/; and 

Center for Information Biology Gene Expression Database 

(CIBEX), http://ecoliwiki.net/colipedia /index.php/File:CIBEX_home.jpg. Authors 

are also typically required to provide additional supporting evidence (such as real-

time PCR, in situ hybridization, Northern or Western blots or other methods) to verify 

changes in gene expression deemed important to the interpretation of the results. 

 

Nomenclature. For styling of isotope, enzyme, and biomedical nomenclature, consult 

the extended Instructions to Authors published in each January issue of Archives of 

Biochemistry and Biophysics. 

 

Abbreviations. Units will be in general accordance with the International Systems (SI) 

as adopted by the 11th General Conference on Weights and Measures. Periods are not 

used after abbreviations (note exceptions, e.g., in. for inches). Please spell out all 

abbreviations at first use. Common abbreviations to be used in this journal are: 



(Please note, some browsers are unable to render these characters. The use of square 

brackets and the name of a symbol/Greek letter in this HTML version signifies the use 

of that symbol/letter.) 

m - meter 

cm - centimeter 

mm - millimeter 

[mu]m - micrometer 

nm - nanometer 

kg - kilogram 

g - gram 

mg - milligram 

[mu]g - microgram 

ng - nanogram 

ml - milliliter 

[mu]l - microliter 

mol - mole 

M - molar 

mM - millimolar 

[mu]M - micromolar 

N - normal 



Ci - Curie 

[italic x with bar above it] - mean 

ppm - parts per million 

cpm - counts per minute 

dpm - disintegrations per minute 

sc - subcutaneous 

ic - intracutaneous 

im - intramuscular 

ip - intraperitoneal 

iv - intravenous 

po - oral 

LD[subscript 50] - medial lethal dose 

LC[subscript 50] - medial lethal concentration 

Hz - hertz 

[degree]C - centigrade 

s - seconds 

min - minutes 

h - hours 

SD - standard deviation 



SE - standard error 
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 __ One .docx or .rtf file including: (1) Title Page; (2) Abstract and Keywords; (3) 

Introduction; (4) Materials and Methods; (5) Results; (6) Discussion; (7) Supplementary Data 

description (if applicable); (8) Funding Information; (9) Acknowledgments; (10) References; 

(11) Footnotes; (12) Figure Legends; and (13) Tables. 

 __ Individual figure files in .tif or .eps format, minimum 300 dpi 
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 __ DOI for Dryad data or preprint server supporting documents 
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 __ Individual figure files in .tif or .eps format, minimum 300 dpi 
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 __ DOI for Dryad data or preprint server supporting documents 
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Granting of License. Copyright of any article published in Toxicological 

Sciences will belong to the author or his or her designee. However, it is a condition of 

publication in the journal that authors assign an exclusive license to the Society of 

Toxicology. Requests for permission to reprint material found in the journal should be 

directed to Oxford University Press. This ensures that requests from third parties to 

reproduce articles are handled efficiently and consistently and will also allow the 

article to be as widely disseminated as possible. In assigning an exclusive license, 



authors may use their own material in other publications written or edited by 

themselves provided that the journal is acknowledged as the original place of 

publication and Oxford University Press is notified in writing and in advance. 

Upon receipt of accepted manuscripts at Oxford Journals authors will be invited to 

complete an online copyright license to publish form.  

 

Please note that by submitting an article for publication you confirm that you are the 

corresponding/submitting author and that Oxford University Press ("OUP") may 
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articles. 
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publish agreement. As part of the licensing process you will be asked to indicate 

whether or not you wish to pay for open access. If you do not select the open access 

option, your paper will be published with standard subscription-based access and you 

will not be charged.  

 

Oxford Open articles are published under Creative Commons licenses.  

 



RCUK/Wellcome Trust funded authors publishing in Toxicological Sciences can use 

the Creative Commons Attribution licence (CC-BY) for their articles. 
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Manuscript" form as soon as possible post-acceptance. Subsequently, a copyedited, 

typeset, corrected version of the "Corrected Proof" is also published to Advance 

Access. More information, including how to cite Advance Access papers, can be 
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the journal's Web pages, the entire HighWire archive, and PubMed. 
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immediately for typographical errors and returned to the publisher by e-mail 
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MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

Toxicological Sciences offers authors high-quality print and online publication. To 

ensure rapid and efficient publication, please follow the step-by-step instructions 

below. 

When a manuscript is submitted, authors will be asked to confirm that: (1) all authors 

have made a significant contribution to the manuscript, have read and approved the 

version submitted, and share responsibility for it; (2) no portion of the work has been 

published or accepted for publication in any other journal; (3) the work will not be 

submitted to another journal while under consideration by Toxicological Sciences; (4) 

the work is not duplicative, neither in the experiment conducted nor the text submitted 

(ToxSci utilizes duplication detection software); and (5) any potential conflict of 

interest has been disclosed to the Editor. Any allegations of ethical misconduct 

regarding possible violations of these requirements will be investigated by the 

Editorial Office. Failure to conform to these ethical guidelines may result in the 

manuscript being withdrawn from consideration by the journal and possible 

suspension or revocation of an author’s privilege to publish in the journal. 

Preparing Your Manuscript 

 Follow the journal's instructions to authors regarding the format and preparation of your 

manuscript, available on the journal’s web site under Manuscript Preparation Guidelines. 

Manuscripts that are formatted incorrectly will be returned to the authors for correction prior to 

peer review. 

 When naming manuscript files, use brief, simple file names and avoid special characters 

and spaces. 

 If you choose, upload supporting original or raw data, images, or code to the Dryad 

Digital Repository (http://datadryad.org) data archive and include the DOI assigned to that data 

in your manuscript. 

  



 

Submitting Your Manuscript 

When your files are ready for submission, visit the Toxicological Sciences ScholarOne 

Manuscripts (S1MSS) online submission site 

at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/toxsci.  

 Login to the system. 

o If you have submitted or reviewed a manuscript on this system before and know 

your login details, use your user ID and password to login. 

o If you do not know your login details, check to see if you are already registered 

by entering your email address into the Password Help field. If an account already exists for you, 

you will be emailed a temporary password. If an account does not currently exist for you, you 

can register by clicking on the Create Account tab at the top of the login screen and following the 

instructions on the screen. 

o If you have trouble finding manuscripts or experience other problems with your 

account, do not create another account. Please contact customer support (see Getting Help 

below). 

o To submit a new manuscript, go to the Author Center, click the blue star and 

follow the onscreen instructions. There are seven screens that must be completed. You can move 

between steps by clicking the screen numbers on the left side of the pages. To return to a 

submission in progress, find the manuscript title in the Unsubmitted Manuscripts list in your 

Author Center and click Continue Submission. It is easiest to copy and paste the title, abstract, 

etc into the required fields.  

IMPORTANT: The system does time out so do not pause during tasks you 

are completing without saving.  

All files (with the exception of Supplementary Data and Highlighted 

Revisions) will be combined into one PDF for the review process. You will 

be able to adjust the order of the files that have been loaded prior to 

completing the submission. (If your manuscript is accepted, the unedited PDF 

file will be posted to Toxicological Sciences Advance Access.) 



 When you are satisfied with the uploaded files, click Submit. It is not until this button is 

clicked that the manuscript and all of the associated information (i.e., contributing authors, 

institutions, etc.) are linked together and the manuscript is assigned a manuscript number. If 

there are any fields that were missed, red error messages will appear on screen 7. Click on the 

screen number on the left of the page to go back and fill in the missing information. Once the 

manuscript is submitted it is not possible for an author to modify or undo the submission without 

assistance from the Editorial Office. 

 After the manuscript has been submitted you will receive a confirmation email that will 

include the manuscript number that is used in all correspondence regarding the manuscript. If 

you do not receive this message, your manuscript has not been successfully submitted to the 

journal and cannot progress to peer review. Go back to your Author Center, select the manuscript 

in question, and double check that all required fields are complete. 

 Once submitted, the manuscript can be found in the Submitted Manuscripts area of your 

Author Center. 

Submitting a Revised Manuscript 

If you have been given the opportunity to revise your manuscript in response to 

reviewer comments, prepare the revision (as directed in the Manuscript Preparation 

Guidelines) and your response to the editor and referees, then proceed as follows.  

 Login to your Author Center on the S1MSS site as before, and locate the pending 

manuscript in the Revised Manuscripts in Draft area. Click Continue Submission. 

 On the first screen, you will be able to View and Respond to Decision Letter. You may 

copy and paste your response from prepared documents into the text area, or upload a response 
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drawings and 300 dpi for color and halftone artwork). Accepted manuscripts will not 

be sent to the publisher until correctly formatted figures suitable for reproduction have 
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