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of the program was most beneficial, a majority of re-
sponses were reflective of this selected comment, “The 
hands-on part only because it tied into the classroom 
part and made a better understanding.” The only re-
sponses on topics of no benefit included one regarding 
the nutrition portion, and one saying blood collection 
because they already had that knowledge. Inclusion of 
a chute-side pregnancy test demonstration and more 
information on herd health have been requested for 
future clinics. Participant feedback and continued re-
quests for enrollment illustrate a demand for the con-
tinuation of this program.
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Abstract: Grassland stewards are seeking a better 
understanding of the complex interactions occurring 
in their pastures. Information is readily available to as-
sist producers but each farm provides its own unique 
challenges and opportunities. A diverse scope of know-
ledge and skills are required to build resilient grazing 
systems. To address this need Amazing Grazing con-
ducted a webinar series (April 2023) followed by 
on-farm workshops in July/August 2023. Webinars 
were held on consecutive Wednesday evenings with 
237 average number of registered attendees and 78 
average number of actual participants. Topics covered 
during the first webinar were pasture ecology basics, 
plant growth principles, livestock forage demand and 
grazing management principles. The following week 
covered pasture layout and design, pasture renovation 
techniques and pasture soil health concepts. The final 
evening featured topics on electric fence basics, grazing 
systems for horses and small ruminants and a synopsis. 
NC Extension Livestock Agents assisted in the sight 
selection and execution of workshops (n = 8) that were 
held on working farms. These events provide the op-
portunity for hands-on instruction to demonstrate the 
concepts covered in the webinar series. Total workshop 
registration was 196, with 148 evaluations completed. 
Participants were 72% farmers, 1% extension agents, 
10% Soil and Water Conservation District Employee, 
7% NRCS employee and 10% other. The total number 
of pasture hectares grazed by participants was 3,217 
with 1,257 ha as hay. Livestock inventories for attendees 
were 4,323 beef cattle, 1,366 sheep, 455 goats and 51 
horses. Attendees were asked about their pre- and post- 
workshop knowledge (1 = Very Low; 5 = Very High) 
of topics presented. Participants indicated a knowledge 
gain (average pre = 2.78 and post = 3.91) in Concepts 
of Pastureland Ecology, Adaptive Management, 
Managing Nutrient Distribution, Pasture Renovation, 
Temporary Electric Fence, Troubleshooting Electric 
Fence and Pasture Plant Identification. Workshop im-
pact was determined by asking attendees their post 
workshop intentions regarding management practices 
(1 = No, 2 = Maybe, 3 = Yes, 4 = Already Doing). 
Attendees plan to spending more time walking pasture 
to determine plant condition, learn more about soil, 
plant, animal and human interactions, increase use of 
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temporary electric fence and adopt an adaptive man-
agement style (average score = 3.91). Continued work-
shop participation indicates the demand for hands-on 
education in these areas and that the on-farm format is 
an effective teaching environment.
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Abstract: Oklahoma State Ag Economics and Animal 
Science Specialists implement the Oklahoma Beef 
Management and Marketing Survey approximately 
every 5 yr. Data from the 2017 survey indicated that 82% 
of producers practiced castration, 87% dewormed, 75% 
trained calves to feed bunks, 63% weaned calves for a 
minimum of 45 days, and 49% administered two rounds 
of respiratory vaccinations (Barnes et al., 2023). Using 
data from the 2017 survey, the objectives of this study 
were to evaluate incentives and constraints to producer 
implementation of calf  best management practices 
and to analyze relationships between individual man-
agement practices and marketing calves at weaning ( 
< 30 d weaned) or following a weaning period (≥ 30 
d weaned). Management practices evaluated included 
castration, deworming, feed bunk training, a minimum 
45-d weaning period, and the administration of two 
rounds of respiratory vaccines. A total of 1,495 surveys 
were returned. When asked to indicate management in-
centives (why the practice was implemented), n = 1,375, 
n = 1,348, n = 1,070, n = 937, and n = 937 responses 
were recorded regarding castration, deworming, bunk 
training, 45-d weaning period, and respiratory vaccin-
ation, respectively. Survey data indicated 30%, 17%, 
18%, 21%, and 21% of respondents felt that buyers paid 
a premium for the practices of castration, deworming, 
bunk training, 45-d weaning period, and respiratory 
vaccination, respectively. Survey responses illustrated 
that 22% and 19% of producers felt that deworming 
and bunk training, respectively, improved calf  market-
ability. A total of 12% of respondents indicated that 
announcing days weaned and vaccination history at the 
time of sale improved calf  value. When asked to indicate 
constraints to implementing management practices, n 
= 211, n = 277, n = 258, n = 388, and n = 542 responses 
were recorded regarding castration, deworming, bunk 
training, 45-d weaning period, and respiratory vaccin-
ation, respectively. According to survey results 15%, 
26%, 20%, 17%, and 25% of producers felt that castra-
tion, deworming, bunk training, 45-d weaning period, 
or administering respiratory vaccinations, respectively, 
provided no benefit to their operations. Data illustrated 
that 7%, 9%, 10%, 9%, and 9% of respondents were 
unaware of any added value for the practices of castra-
tion, deworming, bunk training, 45-d weaning period, 
and administering respiratory vaccines. Relationships 
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